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Textbooks and Syntheses (2) 

 

Give Me Liberty! An American History, Volumes 1 and 2 (Eric Foner) 

 

 

Colonial Era (16) 

 

Native Americans/Contact and Encounters (5) 

 

James Axtell, Natives and Newcomers: The Cultural Origins of North America (2001) 

 

William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England 

(1983) 

 

Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country (2001) 

 

Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 

1650-1815 (1991) 

 

Usner, Indians, Settlers, and Slaves (1992) 

 

 

Colonial New England and the Middle Colonies (5) 

 

Carol Karlsen, Devil in the Shape of a Woman (1998) 

 

David Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment:  Popular Religious Beliefs in Colonial New 

England (1990) 

 

Christine Heyrman, Commerce and Culture: the Maritime Communities of Colonial 

Massachusetts, 1690-1750 (NY: Norton, 1984).  

 

Jil Lepore, The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity (1998). 

 

Bailyn, Peopling 

 

 

The American Revolution (9) 

 

Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution (1967; 1992)  



 

T.H. Breen, The Marketplace of the Revolution: How Consumer Policies Shaped America (2004) 

 

Jon Butler, Becoming American: The Revolution before 1776 (2001) 

 

Woody Holton, Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American 

Revolution in Virginia (1999) 

 

Edmund Morgan, The Birth of the Republic, 1763-1789 (1993) 

 

Kathleen Brown, Good Wives, Nasty Wenches 

 

Gordon Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution (1992) 

 

Kerber, Women of the Republic 

 

Lyons, Sex Among the Rabble 

 

 

 

Early Republic (13) 

 

Politics and Society in the Early Republic (4) 

 

Stuart Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class (1989) 

 

Karen Haltunnen, Confidence Men and Painted Women (1985) 

David Waldstreicher, ed., Beyond the Founders: New Approaches to the Political History of the 

Early American Republic (2003) 

David Waldstreicher, Runaway America:  Benjamin Franklin, Slavery and the American 

Revolution (2004) 

 

 

Market Revolution/Jacksonian America (9) 

 

Jeanne Boydston, Home and Work:  Housework, Wages, and the Ideology of Labor in the Early 

Republic (1990) 

 

Christopher Clark, The Roots of Rural Capitalism:  Western Massachusetts, 1780-1860 (1990) 

 

Nathan Hatch, The Democratization of American Christianity (1991) 

 

Paul Johnson, Sam Patch, The Famous Jumper (2003) 

 



Klepp, Revolutionary Conceptions 

 

David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American Working Class 

(1991) 

 

Charles Sellers, The Market Revolution: Jacksonian America, 1815-1845 (1994) 

  

Sean Wilentz, Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class,  

1788-1850 (1984) 

 

Joyce Appleby, Capitalism and a New Social Order 

 

 

 

Antebellum America (11) 

 

Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America  (2000) 

 

David Brion Davis, The Slave Power Conspiracy and the Paranoid Style (1970) 

 

Eugene Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll, (1974) 

 

Amy Greenberg, Manifest Manhood and the Antebellum American Empire (2005) 

 

Christine Heyrman, Southern Cross (1998) 

 

Julie Roy Jeffrey, The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism: Ordinary Women in the Antislavery 

Movement (1998) 

 

Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Inside the Antebellum Slave Market (2001) 

 

Winthrop Jordan, White Over Black: American Attitudes Towards the Negro, 1550-1812 (1968) 

 

Stephen Mintz, Moralists and Modernizers: America’s Pre-Civil War Reformers (1995) 

 

Edmund Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia 

(1975) 

 

Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Honor and Violence in the Old South (1986) 

 

 

Civil War, Reconstruction and the South (9) 

  

W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in America (1962) 

 

Drew Gilpin Faust, This Republic of Suffering (2004) and Mothers of Invention 



 

Eric Foner, Reconstruction:  America’s Unfinished Revolution (1997) 

  

Steven Hahn, A Nation Under Our Feet (2003) 

 

   

James McPherson, Battle Cry Freedom: The Civil War Era (1988) 

 

Amy Dru Stanley, From Bondage to Contract:  Wage Labor, Marriage, and the Market in the 

Age of Slave Emancipation (1998) 

 

Blight, Race and Reunion 

 

Edwards, Gendered Strife and Confusion: The Political Culture of Reconstruction (1997) 

 

Gilded Age (9) 

 

The American West (4) 

 

William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (1991) 

 

Neil Foley, The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton Culture 

(1997) 

 

Paige Raibmon, Authentic Indians: Episodes of Encounter from the Late Nineteenth-Century  

Northwest Coast (2005) 

 

White, It’s Your Misfortune (1993) 

 

 

Politics and Culture (5) 

 

Gail Bederman, Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the 

United States, 1880-1917 (1996) 

 

James Cook, The Arts of Deception:  Playing with Fraud in the Age of Barnum (2000) 

 

Rebecca Edwards, Angels in the Machinery:  Gender in American Party Politics from the Civil 

War to the Progressive Era (1997) 

 

Robert C. McMath, Jr., American Populism:  A Social History 1877-1898 (1990) 

 

David Montgomery, Fall of the House of Labor (1987) 

 



Progressive Era(20) 

 

Race and Immigration (8) 

 

John Bodnar, The Transplanted: A History of Immigrants in Urban America (1985) 

 

Kevin Gaines, Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth 

Century (1996)  

 

Glenda E. Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow:  Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in 

North Carolina, 1896-1920 (1996) 

 

Matthew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a Different Color:  European Immigrants and the Alchemy 

of Race (1998) 

 

Robin D.G. Kelley, “’We Are Not What We Seem’: Re-thinking Black Working-Class  

Opposition in the Jim Crow South” (June 1993) 

 

Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (2004) 

 

Nayan Shah, Contagious Divides: Epidemics and Race in San Francisco’s Chinatown (2001) 

 

Joel Williamson, A Rage for Order:  Black-White Relations in the American South Since 

Emancipation (1986) 

 

 

Imperialism and Foreign Policy (5) 

 

Alan Dawley, Changing the World:  American Progressives in War and Revolution (2003) 

 

Kristen Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood (2000) 

 

Mary Renda, Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915-1940 

(2001) 

 

Louis Perez, Jr., “Incurring a Debt of Gratitude: 1898 and the Moral Sources of United States 

Hegemony in Cuba” (1999) 

 

Laura Wexler, Tender Violence: Domestic Violence in an Age of U.S. Imperialism (2000) 

 

 

Politics and Culture (7) 

 

John W. Chambers II, The Tyranny of Change:  America in the Progress Era, 1890-1920, 2
nd

 ed. 

(1992) 

 



William Link, The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (1992) 

 

Levine, Highbrow/Lowbrow 

Michael McGirr, A Fierce Discontent:  The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in 

America (2003) 

 

Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements:  Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New 

York (1986) 

 

Daniel T. Rodgers, Atlantic Crossings:  Social Politics in a Progressive Age (1998) 

 

Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform: From Bryan to FDR (1955) 

 

 

The War Years (10) 

 

The Great Depression and the New Deal (6) 

 

Alan Brinkley, The End of Reform: New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War (1995) 

 

Lizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal:  Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939 (1990) 

 

Gary Gerstle, The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980 (1989) 

 

John Jeffries, "The `New' New Deal: FDR and American Liberalism, 1937-1945" (1990) 

 

Robin Kelley, Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists During the Great Depression (1990) 

 

William Leuchtenburg, Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940 (1963) 

 

 

The World Wars (4) 

 

Frank Costigliola, Awkward Dominion:  American Poltiical, Economic, and Cultural Relations 

with Europe, 1919-1933 (1984) 

 

N. Gordon Levin, Jr., Woodrow Wilson and World Politics:  America’s Response to War and 

Revolution (1968) 

 

Nelson Lichtenstein, Labor’s War at Home:  The CIO in World War II (1982) 

 

Barbara Savage, Broadcasting Freedom: Radio, War, and the Politics of Race, 1938-1948 

(1999) 

 

 

Cold War (46) 



 

Foreign Policy (6) 

 

John Lewis Gaddis, The United States & the Origins of the Cold War, 1941-1947 (1972) 

 

Michael J. Hogan, ed., America in the World:  The Historiography of American Foreign

 Relations Since 1941 (1995) 

 

Melvyn Leffler, A Preponderance of Power: National Security, the Truman Administration, and 

the Cold War (1992) 

 

Thomas McCormick, America's Half-Century: United States Foreign Policy in the Cold War 

(1989) 

 

Ellen Schrecker and Maurice Isserman, “The Right’s Cold War Revision” (2000) 

 

Allan M. Winkler, Life Under a Cloud:  American Anxiety about the Atom (1999) 

 

 

Politics and Culture (4) 

 

Richard M. Fried, Nightmare in Red:  The McCarthy Era in Perspective (1990) 

 

Lizabeth Cohen, The Consumers’ Republic: Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America 

(2003) 

 

Thomas Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (1996) 

 

Eric Avila, Popular Culture in the Age of White Flight: Fear and Fantasy in Suburban Los 

Angeles  (2004) 

 

 

Civil Rights and Race (14) 

 

Clayborn Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s (1981). 

 

Adam Fairclough, To Redeem the Soul of America: The Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr. (1987) 

 

Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White: An untold History of Racial Inequality in 

Twentieth Century America (2005) 

 

Steven F. Lawson, “Freedom Then, Freedom Now: The Historiography of the Civil Rights 

Movement,” American Historical Review 96 (1991): 456-71 

 

Annelise Orleck, Storming Ceasar’s Palace (2005) 



 

Charles M. Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi 

Struggle (1995) 

 

Belinda Robnett, How Long? How Long?: African-American Women in the Struggle for Civil 

Rights (1997) 

 

Tricia Rose, Black Noise: Rap Music and Black Culture in Contemporary America (1994) 

 

Tricia Rose, The Hip Hop Wars: What We Talk About When We Talk About Hip Hop—And Why 

it Matters (2008) 

 

Chris Rhomberg, No There There: Race, Class, and Political Community in Oakland  (2004) 

 

Robert Self, American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (2003) 

 

Thomas Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North 

(2008) 

 

Timothy Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power (1999) 

 

William Van DeBurg, New Day in Babylon:  The Black Power Movement and American Culture, 

1965-1975 (1992) 

 

 

Vietnam and New Left (8) 

 

Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties: Protest in America from Greensboro to 

Wounded Knee (1995) 

 

Winifried Breines, “Whose New Left?” (1988) 

 

Daniel Geary, “Becoming International Again: C. Wright Mills and the Emergence of the Global 

New Left, 1956-1962” (2008) 

  

Todd Gitlin, The Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage (1987) 

 

Tom Hayden and Dick Flacks, “The Port Huron Statement at 40” (2002) 

 

James Miller, A Democracy is in the Streets: From Port Huron to the Siege of Chicago (1987) 

 

Fredrik Logevall, Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in 

Vietnam (1999) 

 

Jeremy Varon, Bringing the War Home: The Weather Underground, The Red Army Faction, and 

Revolutionary Violence in the Sixties and Seventies (2004)  



 

 

Women’s Movement (6) 

 

Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad: Radical Feminism in America, 1967-1975 (Minneapolis:    

Univ. of Minnesota, 1989) 

 

Anne Enke, Finding the Movement: Sexuality, Contested Space, and Feminist Activism (2007) 

 

Sara Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women’s Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement 

and the New Left (1979) 

 

Sara Evans, Tidal Wave (2003) 

 

Ruth Rosen, The World Split Open (NY: Penguin, 2000) [overview synthesis] 

 

Anne M. Valk, Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism and Black Liberation in Washington, 

D.C. (Univ. of Illinois, 2008). 

 

 

Conservatism (7) 

 

Matthew Lassiter, The Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South (2007) 

 

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (2002) 

 

Kevin Kruse, White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism (2005) 

 

Sean Wilentz, The Age of Reagan: A History, 1974-2008 (2008) 

 

Kenneth Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1985) 

 

Elizabeth Tandy Shermer, “Origins of the Conservative Ascendancy: Barry Goldwater’s Early 

Senate Career and the Deligitimization of Organized Labor” (2008) 

 

Marc Cooper, “Busting and Unionbusting” (1998) 

 

 


