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The Graduate History Association (GHA) of the State University of New York at Buffalo 
would like to place a call for papers for our annual Milton Plesur Graduate History 
Conference.  This international conference is designed to enable graduate students from the 
United States, Canada, and elsewhere to share current research with fellow students and 
faculty members in a number of fields, including History, American Studies, English, 
Comparative Literature, Classics, Global Gender Studies, African-American Studies, and 
Disability Studies.  
 
The GHA is pleased to announce that our keynote speaker will be Dr. Barbara Krauthamer, 
Assistant Professor of History at UMass Amherst.  2013 is the 150th anniversary year of the 
Emancipation Proclamation and Dr. Krauthamer’s forthcoming book is the first full-length 
study of chattel slavery and the lives of enslaved people in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Indian nations.   Her keynote will address the complicated and often unexpected histories 
and legacies of slavery and emancipation in the Native American South.   
 
We seek original research paper submissions that transcend the borders of nation-states and 
traverse boundaries – be they disciplinary, methodological, cultural, real or imagined – 
from a wide range of topics, time periods, and approaches.  Additionally, paper proposals 
that complement the central aspects of Dr. Krauthamer’s work are encouraged. 
 
This year we hope to form a panel to address the future of the Humanities at large as it 
pertains to employment opportunities within and outside of academia in the face of 
crippling budget cuts, increasing atomization and privatization of education, and the 
promotion of all things digital. In doing so, the organizers wish to mirror a trend which has 
arisen in major conferences such as the AHA and MLA. Aside from offering graduate 
students an opportunity to get substantive feedback on their individual projects in a 
collegial setting, the 22nd Annual Milton Plesur Conference hopes to allow attendees to 
engage in meaningful conversations about the future of studying and writing about the 
human condition, past and present. 
 
Please send your proposal, including a 250 word abstract (with title), curriculum vitae or 
academic biography, and contact information to Jake Newsome (wjnewsom@buffalo.edu).   
The deadline for paper proposals is Friday, February 1, 2013.   

 


