
Modern European History  
With Dr. Sasha Pack  
Averill Earls, 2012-2013 
 
 
General 
Bayly, C. A. The Birth of the Modern World (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, 2004), 
Burleigh, Michael. Earthly Powers: The Clash of Religion and Politics from the French Revolution to the Great 

War (New York: Harper Collins, 2005) 
Ford, Caroline. “Nature’s Fortunes: New Directions in the Writing of Environmental History,” Journal of 

Modern History 79: 1 (March, 2007), pp. 112-133 
Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish, Vintage,  
Furet, François. The Passing of an Illusion: The Idea of Communism in the Twentieth Century, trans., Deborah 

Furet (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005) 
Golden, Richard M. ed., The Social Dimension of Western Civilization, volume II 
Levy, Richard (ed.). Antisemitism in the Modern World: An Anthology of Texts. Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 

1991. 
Maier, Charles S. “Consigning the Twentieth Century to History: Alternative Narratives for the Modern Era,” 

The American Historical Review, 105: 3 (Jun., 2000), pp. 807-831 
Mazower, Mark. No Enchanted Palace: The End of Empire and the Ideological Origins of the United Nations 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009) 
Mazower, Mark. The Dark Continent.  
Rediker, Marcus and Peter Linebaugh, The Many-Headed Hydra: Sailors, Slaves, Commoners, and the Hidden 

History of the Revolutionary Atlantic  
Said, Edward. Orientalism, Vintage,   
Scott, Joan. Gender and the Politics of History, Columbia,  
Sheehan, James J. Where Have All the Soldiers Gone? (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008) 
Sheehan, James J. “The Problem of Sovereignty in European History,” The American Historical Review, 111: 1 

(Feb., 2006), pp. 1-15 
Tucker, Robert C. The Marx-Engels Reader, Norton,  
Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, 2nd ed., Routledge,  
 
Western Europe 
Snowden, Frank M. “Mosquitos, Quinine, and the Socialism of Italian Women, 1900-1914” Past & Present 178: 

1 (Feb., 2003), pp. 176-210 
 
Deslandes, Paul.   Oxford Men: British Masculinity and the Undergraduate Experience  
Flanders, Judith. Inside the Victorian Home: A Portrait of Domestic Life in Victorian England 
MacIntyre, Ben. The Englishman’s Daughter 
Orwell, George. The Road to Wigan Pier 
Roble, George. British Culture and the First World War  
Stone, Lawrence. Road to Divorce: England 1530-1987  
 
Burke, Peter. The French Historical Revolution, Stanford 
Davis, Nathalie Z. The Return of Martin Guerre 
Ginzburg, Carlo. The Cheese and the Worms: the cosmos of a sixteenth-century miller  
Hertzberg, Arthur. The French Enlightenment and the Jews. New York: Columbia University Press, 1968.  
Roberts, Mary Louise. Civilization Without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 
Steve Zdatny, Fashion, Work and Politics in Modern France  
Weber, Eugene. The Hollow Years, France in the 1930s.  
 
Allen, Garland. “The Ideology of Elimination: American and German Eugenics, 1930- 
1945.” In Medicine and Medical Ethics in Nazi Germany: Origins, Practices, Legacies. Eds. Francis R. Nicosia and 

Jonathan Huener. New York: Berghahn Books, 2002, pp. 13-39.  
Bloxham, D. The Final Solution: A Genocide (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010) 



Bronner, Stephen Eric. A Rumor About the Jews: Antisemitism, Conspiracy, and the Protocols of Zion. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2000. (Chapts. 1-4) 

Browning, Christopher. Ordinary Men.  
Brustein, William. Roots of Hate: Anti-Semitism in Europe before the Holocaust. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003.  
Burleigh, Michael and Wolfgang Wippermann. The Racial State: Germany 1933-1945. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1991. (Chapts. 1-6) 
Evans, Richard. Death in Hamburg: Society and Politics in the Cholera Years   
Fulbrook, Mary. The People's State: East German Society from Hitler to Honnecker 
Gellately, Robert. The Gestapo and German Society  
Herf, Jeffrey. Divided Memory: The Nazi Past in the Two Germanys. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

1999  
Herzl, Theodor. The Jewish State: An Attempt at a Modern Solution to the Jewish Question. New York: Herzl 

Press, 1970.  
Hitler, Adolf. Mein Kampf. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 1941. 
Kaplan, Marion A. Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany. New York, NY: Oxford University 

Press, 1999  
Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim. Nathan the Wise. With Related Documents. Edited by Ronald Schechter. New York: 

Bedford/St. Martins, 2004. 
Lukacs, John. The Hitler of History (New York: Vintage, 1998) 
Mosse, George. Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism. New York: Harper, 1978.  
Poiger, Uta J. Jazz, Rock, and Rebels: Cold War Politics and American Culture in a Divided Germany. Berkeley, 

CA: University of California Press, 2000 ($ 25.40)  
Sarotte, Mary Elise . 1989: The Struggle to Create Post-Cold War Europe. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 

Press, 
Stitziel, Judd. Fashioning Socialism: clothing, politics, and consumer culture in East Germany  
Volkov, Shulamit. Germans, Jews, and Antisemites: Trials in Emancipation. New York: Cambridge, 2006. 

(Chapts. 1-5, 7) 
Weiss, Sheila. “The Race Hygiene Movement in Germany.” Osiris 3 (1987), pp. 193-236. 
Weitz, Eric D. Weimar Germany. Promise and Tragedy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2007  
   
Eastern Europe 
Fitzpatrick, Sheila. Everyday Stalinism: Ordinary life in extraordinary times : Soviet Russia in the 1930s  
Goldman, Wendy Z. Terror and Democracy in the Age of Stalin 
Hoch, Steven. Serfdom and Social Control in Russia 
Kotkin, Stephen. Uncivil Society: 1989 and the Implosion of the Communist Establishment (New York: Modern 

Library, 2009) 
 
Biskipski, Mieczyslaw. The History of Poland 
Gross, Jan. Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland. New York: Penguin Books, 

2002. 
Steinlauf, Michael. Bondage to the Dead: Poland and the Memory of the Holocaust.  
 
Borderland 
Julia Clancy Smith, Mediterraneans: North Africa and Europe in an Age of Migration, c. 1800-1900 (Berkeley 

and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2010) 
Crews, Robert. For Prophet and Tsar (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006) 
 
 
 
Additional readings for specific questions: 
 
#13: Nationalism is typically associated with liberalism in the first part of the nineteenth century and 
with conservativism in the latter part. Explain this change.  
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#17:  How does a World History approach change the interpretation of Modern European history? 
Evaluate different ways in which events outside Europe have influenced the course of European 
history from 1850-1890.     
Read 
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#10: Was the Soviet regime the outcome of European political culture as it developed since the 
Enlightenment, or did it signify Russia closing the door on these developments?  
Read 
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#9: Many observers have characterized the Interwar period as a twenty-year truce in a single thirty-
years war. Is this accurate, or does it make more analytical sense to view the two world wars as 
separate, discrete conflicts? 
Read 
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#16: To what extent does 1945 mark the start of a new era and what are the principal lines of 
continuity connecting the post-45 period with its past? 
Read 
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#10: Was fascism the outcome of European political culture as it developed since the Enlightenment, 
or did it signify closing the door on these developments?   
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Comparative Civil Wars (Variation of #9): Many observers have characterized the Civil Wars in Europe in 
the twentieth century as part of a decades-long European conflict. Is this accurate, or does it make 
more analytical sense to view the world wars and individual civil wars as separate, distinct conflicts? 
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