
Handley-Cousins Reading List: 
June 2011 

 
Science & Medicine in the US 
 

1. Bederman, Gail. Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the 
United States, 1880-1917. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995. 

 
2. Blair, Karen J. The Clubwoman as Feminist: True Womanhood Redefined, 1868-1914. New            

York: Holmes &Meier Publishers, 1980.  
 

3. Bland, Lucy and Laura Doan, editors. Sexology in Culture: Labeling Bodies and 
Desires. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998. 

 
4. Brandt, Allan M. No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States 

Since 1880. New York: Oxford University Press, 1985. 
 

5. Branson, Jan and Don Miller. Damned For Their Difference: The Cultural Construction
of Deaf People as "Disabled": A Sociological History. Washington, D.C.: Gallaudet, 
2002. 

 
6. Brown, JoAnne. The Definition of a Profession: The Authority of Metaphor in the History 

of Intelligence Testing, 1890-1930. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992. 
 

7. Cahn, Susan. “Spirited Youth or Fiends Incarnate: The Samarcand Arson Case and Female             
Adolescence in the American South.” Journal of Women's History 9 (December 1998):            
152-180. 

 
8. Linda Carlisle, Elizabeth Packard: A Noble Fight (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2010.             

272 pp. Cloth, $40.00, ISBN: 9780252035722). 
 
 

9. Castles, Katherne. “Quiet Eugenics: Sterilization in North Carolina’s Institutions for the           
Mentally Retarded, 1945-1965.” The Journal of Southern History 68 (November 2002):           
849-878. 

 
10. Clapp, Elizabeth J. Mothers of All Children: Women Reformers and the Rise of Juvenile Courts               

in Progressive Era America. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1998.  
 

11. Collins, Alan F. “The Enduring Appeal of Physiognomy: Physical Appearance as a Sign 
of Temperament, Character, and Intelligence,” History of Psychology 2 (November 1999):           
251-276. 

 
12. Conrad, Peter. The Medicalization of Society: On the Transformation of Human Conditions            

into Treatable Disorders. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007. 
 

13. Degler, Carl V. In Search of Human Nature: The Decline and Revival of Darwinism in               



American Social Thought. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991. (ILLed) 
 

14. Curry, Lynne. Modern Mothers in the Heartland: Gender, Health, and Progress in Illinois,             
1900-1930. Columbus: The Ohio State University Press, 1999. 

 
15. D’Emilio, John and Estelle B. Freedman. Intimate Matters: A History of Sexuality in America.              

Second Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997. 
 

16. Dowbiggin, Ian R. Keeping America Sane: Psychiatry and Eugenics in the United States and              
Canada, 1880-1940. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997. (ILLed) 

 
17. Finzsch, Norbert and Robert Jutte, editors. Institutions of Confinement: Hospitals,          

Asylums, and Prisons in Western Europe and North America, 1500-1950. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1996.  

 
18. Flanagan, Maureen A. Seeing with Their Hearts: Chicago Women and the Vision of the Good               

City, 1871-1933. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002. 
 

19. Foucault, Michel.  Madness and civilization. 
 

20. Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books,              
1995. 

 
21. _____. The Birth of the Clinic: An Archeology of Medical Perception. New York: Vintage Books,  

1994. 
 

22. _____. The History of Sexuality: Volume I: An Introduction. Translated by Robert Hurley. 
New York: Vintage Books, 1990. 

 
23. Gordon, Linda. Heroes of Their Own Lives: The Politics and History of Family Violence. 

New York: Penguin Books, 1989. 
 

24. _____. Woman's Body, Woman's Right: Birth Control in America. New York: Penguin Books,             
1990. 

 
25. _____. Pitied But Not Entitled: Single Mothers and the History of Welfare, 1890-1935. New              

York: Free Press, 1994. 
 

26. Gould, Stephen Jay. The Mismeasure of Man. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1996. 
 

27. Grob, Gerald N. The Mad Among Us: A History of the Care of America’s Mentally Ill. New                 
York: Free Press, 1994. 

 
28. ______. From Asylum to Community: Mental Health Policy in Modern America. Princeton, NJ:             

Princeton University Press, 1991.  
 

29. ______. The Inner World of American Psychiatry, 1890-1940: Selected Correspondence. New           
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1985. 



 
30. ______. Mental Illness and American Society, 1875-1940. Princeton, NJ: Princeton          

University Press, 1983. (RECALLED) 
 

31. ______. Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875. New York: Free Press, 1972. 
 
 

32. Hawkins, Mike. Social Darwinism in European and American Thought, 1860-1945:          
Nature as Model and Nature as Threat. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997. 

 
33. Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, Wild Unrest: Charlotte Perkins Gilman and the Making of "The             

Yellow Wall-Paper" (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 272 pp. Cloth, $24.95,            
ISBN13: 9780199739806 

 
34. Kluchin, Rebecca M. Fit to be Tied: Sterilization and Reproductive Rights in America,             

1950-1980.  Rutgers, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2009.  
 

35. Kunzel, Regina G. Fallen Women, Problem Girls: Unmarried Mothers and the           
Professionalization of Social Work, 1890-1945. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1993. 

 
36. Ladd-Taylor, Molly. Mother-Work: Women, Child Welfare, and the State, 1890-1930.          

Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1994. 
 

37. Langum, David J. Crossing Over the Line: Legislating Morality and the Mann Act. Chicago:              
University of Chicago Press, 1994. 

 
38. Lunbeck, Elizabeth. The Psychiatric Persuasion: Knowledge, Gender, and Power in Modern           

America. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994. 
 

39. McLaren, Angus. The Trials of Masculinity: Policing Sexual Boundaries, 1870-1930. Chicago:           
University of Chicago Press, 1997. 

 

40. Moldow, Gloria. Women Doctors in Gilded-Age Washington: Race, Gender, and          
Professionalization. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1987. 

 
41. More, Ellen. Restoring the Balance: Women Physicians and the Profession of           

Medicine, 1850-1995. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999. 
 

42. Paul, Diane B. Controlling Human Heredity, 1865 to the Present. New Jersey: Humanities             
Press, 1995. 

 

43. Peiss, Kathy. Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New           
York. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1986. 

 
44. Rembis. Defining deviance: sex, science, and delinquent girls 1890 to 1960. University of             

Illinois press 2011. 



 
45. Roediger, David R. The Wages of Whiteness: Race and The Making of The American Working               

Class. London: Verso, 1991. 
 

46. Rosenberg, Charles E. No Other Gods: On Science and American Social Thought. Baltimore:             
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997. 

 
47. Rosenberg, Charles E. The Cholera Years: The United States in 1832, 1849, and 1866 

 
48. Rosenberg, Charles E. The Care of Strangers: The Rise of America's Hospital System 

 
49. Rosenberg, Charles E. Our Present Complaint: American Medicine, Then and Now 

 
50. Rosenberg, Charles E. The Trial of the Assassin Guiteau: Psychiatry and the Law in the               

Gilded Age (ordered) 
 

51. Russett, Cynthia E. Sexual Science: The Victorian Construction of Womanhood.          
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1989. 

 
52. Rutkow, Ira. Seeking the Cure: A History of Medicine in America  

 
53. Schneider, Eric C. In the Web of Class: Delinquents and Reformers in Boston, 1810s-1930s.              

New York: New York University Press, 1992. 
 

54. Schoen, Johanna. Choice & Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public            
Health and Welfare. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2005.  

 
 

55. Schweik, Susan M. The Ugly Laws: Disability in Public. New York University Press, 2009. 
 

56. Serlin, David. Replaceable You: Engineering the Body in Postwar America. Chicago:           
University of Chicago Press, 2004.  

 
57. Smith, Sawn M. American Archives: Gender, Race, and Class in Visual Culture. Princeton, NJ:              

Princeton University Press, 1999. 
 

58. Smith-Rosenberg, Carroll. Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America.          
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985. 

 
59. Smuts, Alice Boardman. Science in the Service of Children, 1893-1935. New Haven: Yale             

University Press, 2006. 
 

60. Solinger, Rickie. Wake up Little Susie: Single Pregnancy and Race before Roe v. Wade. New               
York: Routledge, 1992. 

 
61. Somerville, Siobhan. “Scientific Racism and the Emergence of the Homosexual Body.” Journal            

of the History of Sexuality 5 (June 1994): 243-266. 



 
62. Stansell, Christine. City of Women: Sex and Class in New York, 1789-1860. Urbana:             

University of Illinois Press, 1987. (online) 
 

63. Starr, Paul. The Social Transformation of American Medicine: The rise of a sovereign             
profession and the making of a vast industry (online) 

 
64. Terry, Jennifer and Jacqueline Urla eds., Deviant Bodies: Critical Perspectives on Difference            

in Science and Popular Culture. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995. 
 

 
65. Tomlinson, Stephen. Head Masters: Phrenology, Secular Education, and Nineteenth-Century         

Social Thought  
 

66. Trent, James W. Inventing the Feeble Mind: A History of Mental Retardation in the United               
States. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994. 

 
67. Tylor, Peter. “Denied the Power to Choose the Good: Sexuality and Mental Defect in              

American Medical Practice 1850-1920,” Journal of Social History 10 (June 1977): 472-489. 
 

68. Wood, Mary E. The Writing on the Wall: Women’s Autobiography and the Asylum. Urbana:              
University of Illinois Press, 1994. 

 
 
The following selections are more general readings in disability studies, if you wish to              
build your theoretical background in that area. 
 
Introductions / What is Disability Studies? 

Reading: Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Introduction: global disability studies,” Disability         
Studies: An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications, Ltd.): 1–21         
(.pdf); Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Debates: political disability studies,” Disability Studies:          
An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications, Ltd.): 22-32 (.pdf);         
Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, “Introduction: The Formation of Disability Studies,” in           
Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, eds., Handbook of Disability Studies, (.pdf); Ramona           
Ilea, “The Mutant Cure or Social Change: Debating Disability,” in Irwin, Housel, and             
Wisnewski, eds., X-Men and Philosophy, (.pdf); Tom Shakespeare, “The Social Model           
of Disability,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition,             
(.pdf); Shelly Tremain, “On the Government of Disability: Foucault, Power, and the            
Subject of Impairment,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd             
Edition, (.pdf). 

 
Disability Studies, Postmodernism, and Identity Politics 

Reading: Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Discourse: poststructuralist disability studies,”        
Disability Studies: An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications,        
Ltd.): 103-121 (.pdf); Anne Borsay, “History, Power and Identity,” in Colin Barnes            
and Len Barton, eds., Disability Studies Today, (.pdf); Lennard J. Davis, “The End of              



Identity Politics and the Beginning of Dismodernism: On Disability as an Unstable            
Category,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition, (.pdf);             
Susan Wendell, “Toward a Feminist Theory of Disability,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed.,             
The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition, (.pdf); Robert McRuer, “Compulsory          
Able-Bodiedness and Queer/Disabled Existence, in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The          
Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition, (.pdf); Chris Bell, “Introducing White Disability           
Studies: A Modest Proposal,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader,             
2nd Edition, (.pdf). 

 
Disability Studies and the Body 

Reading: Bill Hughes, “Disability and the Body,” in Colin Barnes and Len Barton, eds.,              
Disability Studies Today, (.pdf); Lennard J. Davis, “Constructing Normalcy: The Bell           
Curve, the Novel, and the Invention of the Disabled Body in the Nineteenth Century,”              
in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition, (.pdf); Rosemarie             
Garland Thomson, “Feminist Theory, the Body, and the Disabled Figure,” in Lennard            
J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 3nd Edition, (.pdf); Kristin Lindgren,            
“Bodies in Trouble: Identity, Embodiment, and Disability,” in Bonnie G. Smith and            
Beth Hutchison, eds., Gendering Disability, (.pdf); Michael A. Rembis, “Beyond the           
Binary: Rethinking the Social Model of Disabled Sexuality,” in Sexuality and           
Disability, (.pdf). 

 
Disability Studies and History 

Reading: Douglas C. Baynton, “Disability and the Justification of Inequality in           
American History,” in Paul K. Longmore and Lauri Umansky, eds.,The New Disability             
History: American Perspectives, (.pdf); David L. Braddock and Susan I. Parish, “An            
Institutional History of Disability,” in Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, eds.,Handbook of            
Disability Studies, (.pdf); M. Lynn Rose, “Deaf and Dumb in Ancient Greece,” in             
Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd Edition, (.pdf); Daniel J.             
Wilson, “Fighting Polio Like a Man: Intersections of Masculinity, Disability, and           
Aging, “ in Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison, eds., Gendering Disability, (.pdf);             
Catherine J. Kudlick, “’Disability’ and ‘Divorce’: A Blind Parisian Cloth Merchant           
Contemplates His Options in 1756,” in Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison, eds.,             
Gendering Disability, (.pdf); David Serlin, “The Other Arms Race,” in David Serlin,            
Replaceable You, (.pdf). 
 

 
 


