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The following selections are more general readings in disability studies, if you wish to
build your theoretical background in that area.

Introductions / What is Disability Studies?

Reading: Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Introduction: global disability studies,” Disability
Studies: An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications, Ltd.): 1-21
(-pdf); Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Debates: political disability studies,” Disability Studies:
An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications, Ltd.): 22-32 (.pdf);
Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, “Introduction: The Formation of Disability Studies,” in
Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, eds., Handbook of Disability Studies, (.pdf); Ramona
Ilea, “The Mutant Cure or Social Change: Debating Disability,” in Irwin, Housel, and
Wisnewski, eds., X-Men and Philosophy, (.pdf); Tom Shakespeare, “The Social Model
of Disability,” in Lennard ]. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2" Edition,
(.pdf); Shelly Tremain, “On the Government of Disability: Foucault, Power, and the
Subject of Impairment,” in Lennard ]. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd
Edition, (.pdf).

Disability Studies, Postmodernism, and Identity Politics

Reading: Goodly, Dan. (2011) “Discourse: poststructuralist disability studies,”
Disability Studies: An Interdisciplinary Introduction. (London: Sage publications,
Ltd.): 103-121 (.pdf); Anne Borsay, “History, Power and Identity,” in Colin Barnes
and Len Barton, eds., Disability Studies Today, (.pdf); Lennard J. Davis, “The End of



Identity Politics and the Beginning of Dismodernism: On Disability as an Unstable
Category,” in Lennard ]. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2" Edition, (.pdf);
Susan Wendell, “Toward a Feminist Theory of Disability,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed.,
The Disability Studies Reader, 2™ Edition, (.pdf); Robert McRuer, “Compulsory
Able-Bodiedness and Queer/Disabled Existence, in Lennard ]. Davis, ed., The
Disability Studies Reader, 2" Edition, (.pdf); Chris Bell, “Introducing White Disability
Studies: A Modest Proposal,” in Lennard J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader,
2" Edition, (.pdf).

Disability Studies and the Body

Reading: Bill Hughes, “Disability and the Body,” in Colin Barnes and Len Barton, eds.,
Disability Studies Today, (.pdf); Lennard ]. Davis, “Constructing Normalcy: The Bell
Curve, the Novel, and the Invention of the Disabled Body in the Nineteenth Century,”
in Lennard |. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2™ Edition, (.pdf); Rosemarie
Garland Thomson, “Feminist Theory, the Body, and the Disabled Figure,” in Lennard
J. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 3" Edition, (.pdf); Kristin Lindgren,
“Bodies in Trouble: Identity, Embodiment, and Disability,” in Bonnie G. Smith and
Beth Hutchison, eds., Gendering Disability, (.pdf); Michael A. Rembis, “Beyond the
Binary: Rethinking the Social Model of Disabled Sexuality,” in Sexuality and
Disability, (.pdf).

Disability Studies and History
Reading: Douglas C. Baynton, “Disability and the Justification of Inequality in
American History,” in Paul K. Longmore and Lauri Umansky, eds., The New Disability
History: American Perspectives, (.pdf); David L. Braddock and Susan I. Parish, “An
Institutional History of Disability,” in Albrecht, Seelman, and Bury, eds., Handbook of
Disability Studies, (.pdf); M. Lynn Rose, “Deaf and Dumb in Ancient Greece,” in
Lennard ]. Davis, ed., The Disability Studies Reader, 2™ Edition, (.pdf); Daniel J.
Wilson, “Fighting Polio Like a Man: Intersections of Masculinity, Disability, and
Aging, “ in Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison, eds., Gendering Disability, (.pdf);
Catherine ]J. Kudlick, “Disability’ and ‘Divorce’: A Blind Parisian Cloth Merchant
Contemplates His Options in 1756,” in Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison, eds.,
Gendering Disability, (.pdf); David Serlin, “The Other Arms Race,” in David Serlin,
Replaceable You, (.pdf).



