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Overall - Misc 

 

Bender, Thomas.  New York Intellect: A History of Intellectual Life in New York City, from 1750 

to the Beginnings of our Own Time.  1987  

 

Bender, Thomas.  Rethinking American History in a Global Age, 2002 

 

Foner, Eric.  Give Me Liberty! An American History, 2012 

 

Foner, Eric.  American History Now, 2011. - online 

 

Grant, Susan-Mary.  A Concise History of the United States of America.  Cambridge, New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012.-online 

 

Merchant, Carolyn.  Major Problems in American Environmental History, 2012. 

 

Perry, Lewis.  Intellectual Life in America: A History, 1984 

 

 

The Colonial Period 

 

Bailyn, Bernard.  The Peopling of British North America.  New York: Knopf, 1986. 

 

Greene, Jack P.  Pursuits of Happiness: the Social Development of Early Modern British 

Colonies and the Formation of American Culture.  1988. 

 

Taylor, Alan.  American Colonies.  New York: Viking, 2001 

 

Native American  

 

Calloway, Colin G.  New Worlds For All: Indians, Europeans, and the Remaking of Early 

America.  1997. 

 

Demos, John.  The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America.  1994. 

 

Dowd, Gregory. A Spirited Resistance: The Native American Struggle for Unity, 1745 -  

1815.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. 

 

Kupperman, Karen Ordahl.  Indians and English: Facing Off in Early America.  Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 2000. 

 

Merrell, James.  Into the American Woods: Negotiators on the Pennsylvania Frontier.  1999 



 

Richter, Daniel.  Facing East from Indian Country: a Native History of Early America.  2001. 

 

White, Richard.  The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes 

Region, 1650-1815.  Cambridge, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

 

Northern Colonies (New England and Middle) 

 

Bushman, Richard L.  The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities.  1992. 

 

Butler, Jon.  Becoming America: The Revolution Before 1776.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press, 2000. 

 

Hall, David.  Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment: Popular Religious Beliefs in Colonial New 

England.  New York: Knopf, 1989. *May put on Colonial Religion List Instead* 

 

Smith, Billy.  The Lower Sort: Philadelphia’s Laboring People, 1750-1800.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell 

University Press, 1990. 

 

Southern Colonies and Slavery 

 

Brown, Kathleen M.  Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and 

Power in Colonial Virginia.  Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

 

Berlin, Ira.  Many Thousands Gone:  The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America.  

Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1998. 

 

Morgan, Edmund.  American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia.  

New York: Norton, 1975. 

 

American Revolution 

 

Bailyn, Bernard.  The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution.  Cambridge, MA: 

Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1967. – Major Problems excerpt. 

 

Breen, T.H.  The Marketplace of Revolution: How Consumer Politics Shaped American 

Independence.  2004. 

 

Holton, Woody.  Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the American 

Revolution in Virginia.  Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1999. 

 

Nash, Gary.  The Urban Crucible: Social Change, Political Consciousness, and the Origins of 

the American Revolution.  1979 

 

Wood, Gordon S.  The Radicalism of the American Revolution.  New York: Knopf, 1992.  

 



 

Early National and Antebellum Period 

 

Howe, Daniel Walker.  What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of America, 1815-1848.  

New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

 

Wilentz, Sean.  Major Problems in the Early Republic, 1787-1848, 1992. 

 

Wood, Gordon S.  Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2009. 

 

Early Republic 

 

McCoy, Drew R.  The Elusive Republic: Political Economy in Jeffersonian America.  1980. 

 

Sharp, James Roger.  American Politics in the Early Republic: The New Nation in Crisis.  New 

Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1993. 

 

 Jacksonian Era, and Market Revolution 

 

Brooke, John L.  Columbia Rising: Civil Life on the Upper Hudson from the Revolution to the 

Age of Jackson, 2010. 

 

Levy, Jonathan.  Freaks of Fortune: the Emerging World of Capitalism and Risk in America, 

2012 

 

Larson, John Lauritz.  The Market Revolution in America: Liberty, Ambition, and the Eclipse of 

the Common Good.  Cambridge, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 

Wilentz, Sean.  Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class, 

1788-1850.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1986. – General Reading. 

 

Antebellum Culture and Society 

 

Abzug, Robert H.  Cosmos Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious Imagination.  New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 

 

Butler, Jon.  Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People.  Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1990. 

 

Cott, Nancy.  The Bonds of Womanhood: “Women’s Sphere” in New England, 1780-1835.  

1977. 

 

Hatch, Nathan O.  The Democratization of American Christianity, 1989 

 

Antebellum South and Slavery 



 

Blassingame, John.  The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Antebellum South.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1979. 

 

Genovese, Eugene D.  Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made.  New York: Pantheon 

Books, 1974. 

 

McCurry, Stephanie.  “The Two Faces of Republicanism: Gender and Proslavery Politics in 

Antebellum South Carolina.”  The Journal of American History 78, no. 4 (Mar. 1992): 1245-

1264. 

 

 

Civil War and Reconstruction 

 

Foner, Eric.  Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: the Ideology of the Republican Party before the 

Civil War, 1970. 

 

Foner, Eric.  Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877.  New York: Harper 

& Row, 1988. 

 

Hahn, Steven.  A Nation Under our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South from 

Slavery to the Great Migration.  Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 

2003. 

 

McCurry, Stephanie.  Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South.  

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010. 

 

McPherson, James M.  Battle Cry of Freedom: the Civil War Era.  New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1988. 

 

 

Gilded Age – Late 19
th

, Early 20
th

 Centuries 

 

Frink, Leon.  Major Problems in the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era.  1993. 

 

West 

 

Cronon, William.  Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West.  New York: W.W. Norton, 

1991. 

 

Hine, Robert and John Mack Faragher, The American West: A New Interpretive History, 2000. 

 

Milner II, Clyde, Anne Butler, and David Rich Lewis, Major Problems in the History of the 

American West, 1989. 

 

Gilded Age Culture and Society 



 

Bederman, Gail.  Manliness & Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United 

States, 1880-1917.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995. 

 

Bensel, Richard Franklin.  The Political Economy of American Industrialization, 1877-1900.  

New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 

 

McMath, Robert C.  American Populism: A Social History, 1877-1898.  1993. 

 

Imperialism 

 

Lafeber, Walter.  The New Empire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 1860-1898.  

Cornell, NY: Cornell University Press, 1963. 

 

Progressive Era  

 

Chauncey, George.  Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Makings of the Gay Male 

World, 1890-1940.  New York: Basic Books, 1994. 

 

McGerr, Michael E.  A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in 

America, 1870-1920.   New York: Free Press, 2003. 

 

Race and Immigration 

 

Gilmore, Glenda E.  Gender and Jim Crow: Women and Politics of White Supremacy in North 

Carolina, 1896-1920.  Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

 

Jacobson, Matthew Frye.  Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the 

Alchemy of Race.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998. 

 

Litwack, Leon.  Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in an Age of Jim Crow.  New York: Knopf, 

1998. 

 

Rogers, Daniel.  Atlantic Crossings: Social Politics in a Progressive Age, 2000. 

 

World Wars and the Great Depression 

 

WWI 

 

Kennedy, David M.  Over Here: The First World War and American Society.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1980. 

 

Knock, Thomas J.  To End All Wars: Woodrow Wilson and the Quest for a New World Order.  

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1992. 

 

Depression and New Deal 



 

Brinkley, Alan.  The End of Reform: New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War.  New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 1995. 

 

Cohen, Lizabeth.  Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939, 1990. 

 

Leuchtenburg, William E.  Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940.  New York: 

Harper & Row, 1963. 

 

 

WWII 

 

Borgwardt, Elizabeth.  A New Deal for the World: America’s Vision for Human Rights.  

Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2005. 

 

Kennedy, David A.  Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-

1945.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

 

O’Neill, William L.  A Democracy at War: America’s Fight at Home and Abroad in World War 

II.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1993. 

 

Post-War America 

 

Cold War - Global 

 

Herring, George C.  America’s Longest War: the United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975.  New 

York: Wiley, 1979. 

 

LaFeber, Walter.  America, Russia and the Cold War, 1945-2002, 2002. 

 

Cold War Society 

 

Sugrue, Thomas.  The Origins of the Urban Crisis.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 

1995. 

 

May, Elaine Tyler.  Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era.  New York: 

Basic, 1988. 

 

Cohen, Lizabeth.  A Consumer’s Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar 

America.  New York: Knopf, 2003. 

 

Civil Rights Movement 

 

Dudziak, Mary.  Cold War Civil Rights: Race and Image of American Democracy.  Princeton, 

NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002. 

 



Payne, Charles M.  I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: the Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi 

Struggle, 1995. 

 

Van DeBurg, William.  New Day in Babylon: The Black Power Movement and American 

Culture, 1965-1975.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992. 

 

 

The New Left and Conservatism 

 

Cott, Nancy.  The Grounding of Modern Feminism, 1987. 

 

Lassiter, Matthew D.  The Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South, 2006. 

 

McGirr, Lisa.  Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right.  Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 2001. 

 

Rossinow, Douglas C.  The Politics of Authenticity: Liberalism, Christianity, and the New Left in 

America, 1998. 

 


