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Contact and Encounters/British North American Colonies (17th to 18th centuries) 

James Axtell, The Invasion Within: The Contest of Cultures in Colonial North America 
(1985) 

Kathleen Brown, Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, 
and Power 

                In Colonial Virginia (1996) 

Kristen Fischer, Suspect Relations: Sex, Race, and Resistance in Colonial North Carolina 
(2002) 

Richard Godbeer, Sexual Revolution in Early America (2002) 

David Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment: Popular Religious Beliefs in Early 
New England  

 (1989) 

Gary Nash, Red, White, and Black: The Peoples of Early America (1974) 

Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes 
Region,  

             1650-1815 (1991) 

The Era of Independence 

 T.H. Breen, The Marketplace of Revolution: How Consumer Policies Shaped America 
(2004) 

 Jon Butler, Becoming American: The Revolution before 1776 (2001) 

 Woody Holton, Forced Founders: Indians, Debtors, Slaves, and the Making of the 
American  

              Revolution in Virginia (1999) 



	  

	  

Rhys Isaac, The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 (1982) 

Linda Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America 
(1980) 

 Gordon Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution (1992) 

The Early Republic/Jacksonian America  

Joyce Appleby, Inheriting the Revolution: The First generation of Americans (2000) 

Stuart Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class: Social Experience in the American 
City, 1760- 

 1900  (1989) 

Jeanne Boydston, Home and Work: Housework, Wages, and Ideology of Labor in the 
Early  

 Republic (1990) 

Jon Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People (1990) 

Amy Greenberg, Manifest Manhood and the Antebellum American Empire (2005) 

Nathan Hatch, The Democratization of American Christianity (1991) 

Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of America, 1815-
1848  

              (2007) 

 Steven Mintz, Moralists and Modernizers: America’s Pre-Civil War Reformers (1995) 

David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American 
Working Class  

   (1991) 

Charles Sellers, The Market Revolution: Jacksonian America, 1815-1845 (1994) 

 Sean Wilentz, The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln (2005) 

Foundations of Slavery 

 Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America  
(2000)  



	  

	  

Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Inside the Antebellum Slave Market (2001) 

Winthrop Jordan, White Over Black: American Attitudes Towards the Negro, 1550-1812 
(1968) 

Edmund Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial 
Virginia (1975) 

Civil War and Reconstruction America 

 Tyler Anbinder, Nativism and Slavery: The Norhtern Know-Nothings and the Politics of  

  The 1850s (1992)  

W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in America (1962) 

Faust, Drew Gilpin.  The Creation of Confederate Nationalism: Ideology and Identity in  

  The Civil War South (1988) 

 Eric Foner, A Short History of Reconstruction, 1863-1877 (1990) 

 Eric Foner, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party 
before  

  The Civil War (1995) 

 Glenda Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy 

      In North Carolina, 1896-1920 (1996) 

 Robin D.G. Kelley, “’We Are Not What We Seem’: Re-thinking Black Working-Class  

            Opposition in the Jim Crow South” (June 1993) 

James McPherson, Battle Cry Freedom: The Civil War Era (1988) 

 David Potter, The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861 (1976) 

U.S. Continental Expansion (West) 

Paige Raibmon, Authentic Indians: Episodes of Encounter from the Late Nineteenth-
Century  

  Northwest Coast (2005) 

William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (1991) 



	  

	  

Neil Foley, The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton 
Culture (1997) 

U.S. Imperialism and World War I 

Walter LaFeber, The New Empire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 1860-1898 
(1963) 

Mary Renda, Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 
1915-1940  

           (2001) 

Louis Perez, Jr., “Incurring a Debt of Gratitude: 1898 and the Moral Sources of United 
States  

   Hegemony in Cuba” (1999) 

Immigration/Migration 

Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (2004) 

David Roediger, Working Toward Whiteness: How America’s Immigrants Became White: 
The 

  Strange Journey from Ellis Island to the Suburbs (2005) 

Nayan Shah, Contagious Divides: Epidemics and Race in San Francisco’s Chinatown 
(2001) 

Populist/Progressive Era 

Kevin Gaines, Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the 
Twentieth Century (1996)  
 

 Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform: From Bryan to FDR (1955) 

 Daniel Rodgers, "In Search of Progressivism" (1982) 

David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor: The Workplace, the State, and 
American Labor Activism, 1865-1925 (1988) 

  
 Nan Enstad, Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and 

        Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century (1999) 

Great Depression and The New Deal 



	  

	  

 Lizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939 (1990) 

Anthony Badger, FDR: The First 100 Days (2009) 

 Bernard Bernstein, “The New Deal: The Conservative Achievement of Liberal Reform” 

William Leuchtenburg, “The Achievement of the New Deal,” from The FDR Years: On 
Roosevelt and His Legacy  

 John Jeffries, "The `New' New Deal: FDR and American Liberalism, 1937-1945" (1990) 
 
World War II 

 Brinkley, Alan.  The End of Reform: New Deal Liberalism in Recession and War (1995) 

 Daniels, Roger.  Concentration Camps U.S.A: Japanese Americans and World War II 
(1971) 

 Hartmann, Susan.  The Homefront and Beyond: American Women in the 1940s (1982) 

 Kessler-Harris, Alice.  “Jobs for Women in War and Depression.”  Reviews in American 
History  

  10, no. 3 (September 1982): 419-423.  

 Barbara Savage, Broadcasting Freedom: Radio, War, and the Politics of Race, 1938-
1948 (1999) 

Cold War Global Order 

John Lewis Gaddis, "The Emerging Post-Revisionist Synthesis on the Origins of the Cold 
War,"  

         (1983) 

Melvyn Leffler, A Preponderance of Power: National Security, the Truman 
Administration, and  
             the Cold War (1992) 

 
 Thomas McCormick, America's Half-Century: United States Foreign Policy in the Cold 
War (1989) 
 
 Ellen Schrecker, Maurice Isserman, “The Right’s Cold War Revision” (2000) 

Inventing Traditional America 

Richard Fried, Nightmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in Perspective (1990) 



	  

	  

Lizabeth Cohen, The Consumers’ Republic: Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar 
America  

   (2003) 
 
Thomas Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit 

(1996) 
 
Eric Avila, Popular Culture in the Age of White Flight: Fear and Fantasy in Suburban 

Los Angeles  
     (2004) 
 
John D. Emilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual  
  Minority in the United States, 1940-1970 (1983) 

 
Civil Rights 

Thomas Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the  

    North (2008) 

 Clayborn Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s (1981). 

 Steven F. Lawson, “Freedom Then, Freedom Now: The Historiography of the Civil 
Rights 

Movement,” American Historical Review 96 (1991): 456-71 

Annelise Orleck, Storming Ceasar’s Palace 

Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White: An untold History of Racial  

    Inequality in Twentieth Century America (2005) 

Robert Self, American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (2003) 

Timothy Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power 
(1999) 

Anne Enke, Finding the Movement: Sexuality, Contested Space, and Feminist Activism 
(2007) 

Sara Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women’s Liberation in the Civil Rights  

        Movement and the New Left (1979) 

Vietnam War Era 



	  

	  

Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties: Protest in America from Greensboro 
to 

Wounded Knee (1995) 

James Miller, A Democracy is in the Streets: From Port Huron to the Siege of Chicago 
(1987) 
 
Fredrik Logevall, Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War 
in Vietnam (1999) 

 
Political Economy Since 1945; Conservatism, Liberalism, Labor 
 

Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative 
Counterrevolution 1963-1994 (1996) 

 
Judith Stein, Running Steel, Running America: Race, Economic Policy, and the Decline 

of 
Liberalism (1998) 

 
Christopher Tomlins, The State and the Unions: Labor Relations, Law and the Organized 
Labor Movement in America, 1880-1960 (1985) 

 
 Allen J. Matusow, The Unraveling of America: A History of Liberalism in the 1960s 
(1984) 
 

Joan Hoff, Nixon Reconsidered (1994) 
 

Dan Carter, The Politics of Rage: George Wallace, the Origins of the New Conservatism, 
and the 

        Transformation of American Politics (1995) 
 
William Julius Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged (1987)  

 
Arnold Hirsch, Making the Second Ghetto: Race and Housing in Chicago, 1940-1960 

(1983) 
 

 Tom Hayden, Dick Flacks, “The Port Huron Statement at 40” (2002) 

Matthew Lassiter, The Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South 

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right 

Kevin Kruse, White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism (2005) 

Sean Wilentz, The Age of Reagan: A History, 1974-2008 (2008) 



	  

	  

Kenneth Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1985) 

Marc Cooper, “Busting and Unionbusting” (1998) 


