
Minutes of 

Geology Graduate Student Association  

09/05/2017 
 

1. Call to Order: 

a. Joe Tulenko, club president, called the meeting to order at 11:05 am in Cooke 435 

2. Attendance: Tayler Schweigel, Avy Schweinsberg, Alia Lesnek, Allison Cluett , Kirstie Haynie, 

Becca Kiekhaefer, Kailey DiemKaye, Meg Corcoran, Claudia Fletcher, Davide Bana, Carolyn 

Roberts, Erik Orantes, Joe Tulenko, Erin Schuster, Hadarou Sare, and Jenny Cramer 

3. First meeting remarks: 

a. Joe gave an overview about the GGSA and what it does (outreach events, tutorials, winter 

party, happy hours, student events/trips, swag campaigns, etc.) 

b. New graduate student orientation –Joe read the GSA handout aloud, see attachment to 

minutes (note the funding opportunities listed) 

4. Officer and Representative Elections– Joe gave a brief description of each position before 

elections were held: 

a. Carolyn Roberts unanimously voted in as Vice President 

b. Becca Kiekhaefer unanimously voted in as Treasurer 

c. Claudia Fletcher unanimously voted in as Secretary 

d. Meg Corcoran unanimously voted in as GSA Senator 

e. Allison Cluett and Erik Orantes unanimously voted in as Alternate Senators 

f. Kirstie Haynie unanimously voted in as Webmaster 

g. Alia Lesnek unanimously voted in as Faculty liaison 

h. Joe Tulenko unanimously voted in as GAAB representative 

i. Andrew Harp unanimously voted in as Grievance Pool 

j. Dave Hyman unanimously voted in as Geohazards representative 

k. Tayler Schweigel (Fall 2017) and Claudia Fletcher (Spring 2018) unanimously voted in 

as BAPG representatives 

5. Committees: Committee Chairs were chosen (some committee members were also determined) 

a. Outreach: Carolyn Roberts & Meg Corcoran 

b. Tutorials: Dave Hyman & Carolyn Roberts (Tayler as a committee member) 

c. Activities: Tom Glose (Alia as a committee member) 

d. Winter Party: Avy Schweinsberg and Tom Glose (Carolyn as a committee member)  

e. GLY SWAG: Meg Corcoran & Erin Schuster 

6. New Business/ Upcoming Events: 

a. Volunteers are needed to help with take down after the department picnic on Friday, 9/15 

– email Sharon to coordinate (shassett@buffalo.edu). 

b. The BAPG September meeting will be on Wednesday, 9/20 at 5:30 PM [Location: Ilio 

DiPaulo's 3785 South Park Avenue Blasdell NY 14219]. The talk will be about the 

Springville Dam Restoration presentation. Everyone should go! Event link: 

http://www.bapg.org/event-2644476 <<--go here to register! 

c. Sustainable Living Fair (free) on Wednesday, 9/27, in the Student Union from 10AM-

2PM. Event link: https://calendar.buffalo.edu/event/sustainable-living-fair--pride-of-ny-

2017/ 

d. Penn Dixie’s 20th Annual WNY Earth Science Day, Saturday, 10/07 [9AM-4PM] – First 

outreach event of the semester! We need 40 volunteer hours to receive additional funding 

from GSA. Members who volunteered at the meeting =  Carrie, Joe, Erik, Kirstie, Becca, 

Meg, Claudia, and Tayler. See carolynr@buffalo.edu email sent on 9/5 for event details.  

e. Started thinking about club trips for the semester: Activities committee will propose ideas 

at next meeting (Tom and Joe are Brainstorming). 
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f. Hurricane outreach/relief ideas to be discussed at next meeting (will know about impacts 

from Irma...). Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund, local to Houston: 

https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/  

Donating the funds gained from the 10/7 volunteer hours was proposed; Carolyn will ask 

GSA about the donation process. There is an anticipated demand for blood donations, 

especially if you are type-O, as many blood drives in south Texas had to be cancelled. If 

you are able to donate, please do. 

Erik mentioned that his old employer is paying people to go down and assist with disaster 

relief. Please email him at erikoran@buffalo.edu if you are interested.  

g. Writing workshops: we will start having a writing session for grads once-a-month. Joe 

proposed to have this be a Tutorials activity, we all agreed. Additional info will be 

provided at the next meeting.  

h. A motion to encumber $40 for meeting refreshments for the school year was made by 

Joe, Alia seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously. 

i. Newly elected Webmaster, Kirstie, would like students to send her any/all links to put on 

the club website. If you’ve got something cool you want to go on the website (upcoming 

meetings, outdoor events, campus events, writing resources, informative YouTube 

videos, etc.), send the link(s) along with a brief description to klhaynie@buffalo.edu  

7. Future Meetings: 

a. Meeting times for the Fall 2017 Semester were discussed, and Joe proposed to have them 

at 9am on Tuesdays. We will hold the next meeting on 9/19 in Cooke 435 at 9am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Carolyn Roberts 

Interim GGSA Secretary 
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