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ransitive alternations and syntax-phonology in Frenc Creole
� (1)  (4)       FLfi C (FLC)   H
C (HC)  M C (MC),      . F ,
 (-efi) Long Form   ,   (1)  (4),  q   
      (      ( )  
   ,  k ∗( )   ).1
(1) Haitian Creole transitive VO and OV word orders in relative clauses2

. M
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kè
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3  /3 

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
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Nfl

‘I  () M      Nfl.’

. M
1.sg

kè


( k )


M
M

k


3  /3 





fi





Nfl
Nfl

‘I  () M      Nfl.’

1M              , fl  
   k      k (pace Bk  ., 2024),   
   k    (. S  N, 2020).

Aeptability judgment symbols used in examples

Symbol Meaning

()  3 A   k ∗  7 U   k 
? O ,      k 
?? O ,      k 
% A      k ,    
# P    ,     

I  k        ,     
   I           fi     
. R (       ),     t   
       ;  S, Sü,  A (2013), M  . (2016), Lz
 Ok (2018), G (2021)            
 .

2I   ,   ka “”  HC        / ,
   ; ,  61–63 Cq (1999)     HC  .

1



. B
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M

k


??  /3 
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Nfl
Nfl

‘G    () M    Nfl.’

. B


=
1.sg
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M
M
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%  /3 





Nfl
Nfl

‘G    () M    Nfl.’

. B


=
1.sg




fi


∗( k )
comp.subj

k


7  /3 





Nfl
Nfl

‘G         Nfl.’

. B


=
1.sg




fi


∗( k )
comp.subj


ps


prog

7  / ?? 





Nfl
Nfl

‘G         Nfl.’

◇ I       (1)       
k    ki/ke  ( MC     I k…).

◇ T   k          (1), 
    DP    k :

(2) . B


=
1.sg
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

( k )


M
M


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prog

3  /3 





Nfl
Nfl


de

‘G     M    Nfl.’

. B


=
1.sg

fi


( k )


M
M

k


3  /3 





Nfl
Nfl


de

‘G     M    Nfl.’

◇ H,   OV         DP
,    /     ka:

(3) . ∗ B


=
1.sg

fi


k
comp.subj


ps


prog

 / 





Nfl
Nfl


de

(: ‘G         Nfl.’)

. ∗ B


=
1.sg

fi


k
comp.subj

k


 / 





Nfl
Nfl


de

(: ‘G         Nfl.’)

◇ D  , HC k      
         OV   (  (1)).
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(4) Mauritian Creole transitive VO and OV word orders with serial verbs3

. M
1.sg


ps

3  / 7 











‘I      .’ [13, . 278]

. M
1.sg

k
k

k
rel


se
Z
J

k
rel

Mk
Mk


pv

?  / 7 






3.sg.poss

kz


‘I k    J  Mk     .’ (H, ..)

. L
3.sg


prog

7  /3 






3.sg.poss

kz


‘H       .’ [17]

◇ HC  MC ff   ,           
  OV = an effect of word order on morphology.

◇ Relevance for linguistic theory? C     
  .

 I       “”    “ OV” 
   fi       .4

(5) Facilitation depends on the verb in Haitian Creole

. F



dem

k








Nfl
Nfl

‘T      Nfl.’

. ∗ F



dem

k


è





Nfl
Nfl

(: ‘T      Nfl.’)

(6) gagn ‘get’ expands the range of passivizable verbs in Mauritian Creole [13, . 223–224]
. Z

Z

ps







(

)


‘Z  t (  ).’

. ∗ Z
Z


ps









(: ‘Z  t   .’)

◇ HC ’   gagn    I k…

3N            (4)  k  , z    
 (H, : 278, 327, 335–337).

4N (2020)  “” ff  A  S (2024)  “ OV” 
  M).
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Part 1. Allomorphy and Failitation

Q1. D FLC   ?

◇ I ,   k  P  M (PwM)   
  Bùì [31]?

(7) Passive sentences in Bùlì [31, . 2]
. Lāú

.de
bɔ̀nì


‘T   .’

. Lāú
.de

tè


íáŋá


‘T     .’

◇ I ,  ’ FLC  A   OV   [34]?

Q2. H    z       FLC?

◇ I         
    ?

◇ I ,            
      ?

 Plot twist! C k “”  “” ( A/A)      
 q     (  .)

◇ I        ( )   
   [.., 24,25]   
 z [.., 18,27]      t.

Example 1: How Nothing is still Something in Haitian or Lahrouci and Ulsbjorninn (2024)

 I HC  z      VN (vowel-nasal) q, 
     VRN (vowel-liquid-nasal) q  F .

 1: R    z [18, . 256]

/ʃ/ /ʃ/

N  [ʃã] —
R — [ʃ]
O [ʃã] [ʃ]
G ‘’ ‘’
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◇ L  U (2024)   VR#     
//  F   , not literally        
       t.

(8) Phonology-to-phonetics mapping [18, . 279]
V     Ṽ     VN.

(9) Condition on optional regressive assimilation and associated structures [18, . 279]

. VN
C V C V
| | | |
   
P q: V N V
I: []  [fã] ‘’

. VRN
C V C V C V
| | | |
 ε  
P q: V Cempy Vempy N
I: [ε] / *[ε̃] ‘ ’

. VLN
C V C V C V
| | | | |
     …
P q: V Cilled Vempy N
I: [] / *[ã] ‘’

◇ P     ’     CV. T  
          (“ ”)
     PF !

 S CV P : Ct [2], N [22],  S [26].
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Example 2: Middles and Failitation Effets in Newman (2020)

Deal’s Generalized Spe-to-Spe Antiloality M       fi
  XP        XP (.., 
   “ ”).

(10) Illicit “too-short” Spec-to-Spec movement

XP

X′
ZP

ZYP

X
7

A         A,  “  
            ” [8, . 26],
, N (2020)         
  A,   middle onstrutions.5

�Uk,          
, , .

(11) Obligatory adjuncts in English middles

. B  ∗().
. T k  ∗(q).
. B   ∗().

 A  N,  “”    that ff:  
,        ,      
     .

5A      A   D (2019). S    Nz
P  ,            .
C,       SAP,    SAP  SvP  
 . T        ,   E’ SS
 [4,7].
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◇ Lk   A   ,  fi  
 q    ,  ailitator,   
,    ailitation effets    A
       ff.

Newman’s Generalized Antiloality M    cross  
    X0  -ommands .

◇ M         crosses    ff  
-ommands    .

(12) by-phrase in middles vs. passives

. ∗ T      .
. T       .

◇ I,            , 
k ,     by

P

′
VP

vP

v′
v′

VP

tV
photographed

v

(by)subj 
tV


was

DP

F 1: A      VP . N     
    [23, . 7].

(13) Facilitation in middles vs. passives

. T   ∗().
. T    ().
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N    (F 2)       ,
 VP    . A  ,       
   . A , ,    
  .

P
′

vP
v′

VP
tV

v
t


DP

X

F 2:  A    [23, . 11]

 V ff    q. S       ,
    ,     q       
. T        
fi       .

(14) Variation in facilitation requirements [23, . 14]

. Either high or low ailitator works

. T   /q/k . 3 L 
. T  // . 3 M
. T  ’ . 3 N
. Sk A: I            k.

Sk B: B   did ! 3 V 

. Only low ailitator works

. T k  /q/k  . 3 L 
. ∗ T k // . ∗M
. ∗ T k ’ . ∗N
. Sk A: I  , k     ,  !

Sk B: ∗ B  k did ! ∗V 
. Both high and low ailitator required

. ∗ T   .
. ∗ T  ’ .
. ? T  ’  .
. ∗ R F  .
. ∗ R F ’ .
. ? R F ’  .
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◇ B  either (14)  low (14)      E.
T  both (14)  t       
, q      [23, . 14].

P

′
vP

v′
VP

tV

v

t



DP

N  

N  

F 3: N’ :  syntactic middles (“”),  q 
 (“”)   .

Part 2. How (not) to syntax-phonology?

 A,    FLC     S F (SF)  L F (LF).

(15) Verb apocope in FLC

. M
1.sg

fi
fi

3 âz / 7 âz


‘I  .’

. M
1.sg

fi
fi

7 âz /3 âz






de

‘I    .’ [M C, 29]

(16) . L
de

k



prog

3  / 7 





‘T    .’

. Y



de

k


3  / 7 







‘Y,     .’

. Z



de

k


7  /3 




z


‘     .’ [L, 15]
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◇ T       SF/LF    ff
 FLC.6

 V  HC     SF  LF (.. gad . gade ‘k’),   
           k MC (H, ,
 12   2657    V  . 2007’      
1494   2139 ;  LF  -e fi).

(17) Te SF/LF alternation in Haitian Creole

. M
M


ps

3  /3 


fi
fi

‘M  .’

. F
fi

∗( k )


k


7  /3 





Nfl
Nfl

‘M      Nfl.’

◇ R          HC, , 
    ka  (17)       OV
 .

T   LF/SF          
 :  ,       ,    SF.

◇     k yè ‘’  deja ‘’  
  LF  SF.

◇ D  k anpil ‘ ’    SF.

(18) Adverb type affects LF/SF

. S
.

fi



dem

Sk
Sk


ps


prog

3  /3  è
 

‘I’  , Sk   .’

. S
.

fi



dem

Sk
Sk


ps


prog

3  /3  
 

‘I’  , Sk  .’

. S
.

fi



dem

Sk
Sk


ps


prog

3  / ??  
 .

‘I’  , Sk   .’
6 F ,  L (16)   fl    : SF     

 , LF       . I  ,    AM k 
t LF,  fi  fi .
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 C     ,     SF    
  .

◇ E  t  DP     . pou “”
fi  se “ ”  q LF.

(19) Clause type affects LF/SF

. Èk
Q


3.sg

3 k /3 k
k

k





(  )
3.sg




‘D / k   ?’

. Èk
Q


3.sg

3 k / 7 k
k




∗(  )
3.sg




‘D / k  ?’

. Èk
Q


3.sg

3 k / 7 k
k


.

M
M

k
comp.subj


ps




‘D / k    M  ?’

� S       MC [14,29,32,33],      SF
   :        
fi. H,  HC  LF     .

(20) SF rules out pronouns in HC
Sk
Sk


prog

3 


/
3.sg

7  

‘Sk   .’

◇ I , MC      SF   LF  .

(21) Short form required pronouns in MC

. M’
1.sg.pr

3  / 7  
 2.sg

‘I   .’

. M’
1.sg.pr

3  / 7  
 3.sg

‘I   /.’
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◇ B   k  HC  fi    
.

(22) Copulas and the empty predicate restriction in HC [. 5,6]

. Sk
Sk


se



kè


‘Sk   .’

. S
se
()


kè


Sk
Sk

∗( ye
ye

)

‘Sk   .’
. ∗ Sk

Sk

ye



kè


(: ‘Sk   .’)

(23) Predicate fronting and doubling in HC [. 9,12]

. (S)
se

kontan


7 k /3 k /3 Ø
comp

Bk
Bk

∗( kontan


)

‘I   Bk  happy ( ).’

. (S)
se

kouri


7 k /3 k /3 Ø
comp

Bk
Bk

∗( kouri


)

‘I   Bk runs ( k).’

� C     LF/SF ,    : 
ni…ni ‘…’ ,  SF           
  epi ‘’,    fi     .

(24) Coordination affects LF/SF

. M
M


neg

3  / 7 


utbòl epi



3.sg


neg




utbòl


‘M         .’

. M
M

ni


3  / ? 


utbòl ni





utbòl


‘M     .’

(25) Zulu: Prosodic boundary in first conjunct → Conjoint required [11, . 140]

k:
1.sgappl

ibho:la
aug.5




()
(1.sg)


1.sgcj

ibho:la
aug.5

‘I   I ()  .’
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 G     (.., )       
 k          (..,       PF), S (2013)
  MC  PF            
    .

(26) Syea’s PF Rule [33, . 187]
S      ,        fi   
,        .

◇ S       PF,            
  over fi   . L’     …

(27) L
3.sg


asp

3  / 7 
k


k


de





3.sg.poss

k


‘H k  k   .’ [Mauritian Creole; 33, . 188]

vP

v′
VP

V′
PP

  k
DP

 

+v

DP


∗

F 4: P   (27) [33, . 188].

(28) L
3.sg

3  / 7 













‘H      .’ [Mauritian Creole; 33, . 187]
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vP

v′
VP

V′
PP



PP



V+v

DP


∗

F 5: P   (28) [33, . 187].

◇ T     ! S  Vv    MC
(       HC [6]),   
      omplement/adjunt distintion be derived rom
whether a onstituent is merged to the lef or right o the verb ().7

(29) L
3.sg


asp

7  /3 









1.pl

‘H    .’ [Mauritian Creole; 33, . 189]

vP

v′
VP

PP
  

+v

DP


*


F 6: P   (29). [33, . 189]

◇ H    wh-movement blos the short orm,      k
   q         
fi [33, . 186–187].

(30) K



2.sg


ps

?  /3 
k

k







‘W      ?’ [Mauritian Creole; 33, . 186]
7A     ff  ,       fi.
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vP

v′
v′

VP

V′
PP



+v

DP


whP
k

?


F 7: P   (30) [33, . 188].

◇ S    vP   t    .

(31) N
1.pl

3  / 7 
k







S

‘W  k       S.’ [Mauritian Creole; 33, . 189]

vP

v′
VP vP

  

+v

DP


∗

F 8: P   (31) [33, . 189].
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◇ S vP (k CP)         [33, . 190]. T  
       MC    .

(32) Mauritian Creole transitive VO and OV word orders with serial verbs.

. M
1.sg


ps

3  / 7 











‘I      .’ [13, . 278]

. M
1.sg

k
k

k
rel


se
Z
J

k
rel

Mk
Mk


pv

?  / 7 






3.sg.poss

kz


‘I k    J  Mk     .’ (H, ..)

. L
3.sg


prog

7  /3 






3.sg.poss

kz


‘H       .’ [17]

◇ T’   k     vP      
OV  !

Null vs. Silene

 W                
   z   (..,   ) unless we are explicit about the
connection! (O,   I        I  …)

◇ S N (∅S) =may or may not      
(depends on your speifi theory),   PF ( fi)

◇ P S (∅P) =must       (assumes
Y-model),  PF     z ( fi)

◇ P O (∅O) =must       (assumes
Y-model),  PF     z ( fi)

(33) Te Y-Model of Grammar

Lexicon

Narrow Syntax

Spell-Ou

PF
()

LF
()
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(34) Syea’s PF Rule again [33, . 187]
S      ,        fi   OVER
,        .

 I A  (NC),  ɛ       
 V .

(35) V-to- in Asante wi

. Kfí
Kfi


ps

∗( ɛ
ye
)

‘Kfi .’

. D


ó
de


ps

∗( ɛ
ye
)

‘T  .’

◇ F Kz (2015), ɛ       AP    PF ,
  O    SO ,  
Ck  k.

(36) Overt aspectual heads obviate yɛ requirement

. Kfi
Kfi

é
prog

( ∗ɛ
ye
)

‘Kfi  .’

. Kfi
Kfi

á
pv

( ∗ɛ
ye
)

‘Kfi .’

 A  MF  S (2018),  EPP q   k 
  SP   YM: “W      fi   
   EPP     k   PF, and ideally there should also be
a phonological or prosodic reason for why this position in particular should have to be filled by
something overt.”

◇ Intonational Phrase Edge Generalization (IPEG): T    I P
(IP)   ,         fi  
     . [21, . 10]

◇ Overt Subjet Requirement (OSR): C     (..
 EPP,  that ff,     forproto)   SP,  
    CP  ,        I
P. I  fi,          IPEG.
[21, . 11]
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(37) CP and IntP edge alignment [21, . 14]

. [P (IntP pro  [vP    ]]    k.

. ∗ [CP (IntP C [P pro  [vP    ]]]    k.

◇ (37) fi OSR  C = ∅S  to  , z   .
T,          fi  
SP  . (37)         C  
fi   ,  OSR.
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