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RICHARD FRANKLIN NORRIS '
Presiding Bishop
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Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse, Host Pastor
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
1525 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14209

“After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into
every city and place where He Himself was about to go” Luke 10:1 (KJV)

Dear Rev. Stenhouse: ,

To you and to the members of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, I commend and extend best wishes
to you on having seized the opportunity and accepted the challenge of hosting the 13* Session of the Western
New York Annual Conference. Hosting such a major event, we all know, is no small undertaking; ultimate
success can be assured, however, with much prayer, much cooperation and much hard work. We have every
confidence that all things will work together for good.

In my most recent letter to the pastors in the District, I urged that they “be good shepherds with transparent
administrative styles that are tempered with compassion and a sensitivity to the economic realities facing us.”
My prayer is that as the pastors strive, that the congregants will be positively responsive to their efforts, and
that all of us will become bound in a spirit of “oneness” in our efforts to church development and growth.

I continue to be pleased and inspired by what has been going on throughout the District: the hungry are being
fed, the homeless are being housed, the sick are being visited, those who are down are being lifted up and the
Good News is being preached with power. As you come, this year, to give an account of your stewardship, I

have a very good feeling. ..

Your overwhelming response to the cries for help from your brothers and sisters in desperate need of disaster
relief, indicates a level of faithful stewardship which will in no way be reflected in your annual report. Let me.
therefore, thank you again for responding so positively. '

Mother Norris and I have been anxiously looking forward to this series of Annual Conferences. Much good
was wrought in our churches last year, and we are certain that the plans and projections for the year to come
will be even more ambitious.

Let us work to make this Thirteenth Session of the Western New York Annual Confere
productive, the most spiritually uplifting---the very best ever. 10 1He mm

Sincerely,

] " |
A Fradln 905 |
Richard F. Norris, Bishop '

Conferences: Bermuda » .
muda * New Jersey = Delaware » New York » New England » Philadelphia « Western New York ‘
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THE RIGHT REVEREND
RICHARD FRANKLIN NORRIS
Presiding Bishop
1st Episcopal District
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First Episcopal District

African Methodist pr’scopal Church

Western New York Annual Conference
Reverend James E.F. La e Bishop Richard F. Norris, Presiding Prelate
Buffalo-Albany- Roqeu:’z'?::-‘::resldmg Elder B Rckord £ o Pt
207 % North Pearl Street o First District Plaza— 3801 Market Street - Suite 300
Phone. $18/466-0 Philadelphia, PA 19104
Phone: 518/466-0706-Cell ofice: Bl FABIN.  visaroion
518/434-0417-Home
May 14, 2009

« Am That 1 Am.”

1 greet you in the name of Him, who calls Himself,
ontinues to be the assuring words housed 1n

The challenge for the Western New York Annual Conference this past year ¢

the book of Joshua 1:1-9.

Our focus of understanding is: “Ged the Promiser is the Giver of Opportunities. Let’s Seize the Moment”.

to greet and welcome our Episcopal Leaders, Bishop and Mother Richard and Mary

New York Annual Conference. My prayers and love are shared with you. May
and spirits as you lead the “people of God in new and different pastures.”

A. Stenhouse, the distinguished congregation
ady internalizing the blessings the creator

It is with precious joy that I am able
Ann Norris to the Thirteenth Western
Almighty God strengthen your mind, soul

To the Host Pastor and his charming wife, the Reverend and Mrs. Richard
called Bethel, thank you for opening your doors and hearts to us. We are alre
has planned for us. Your love and labors are not in vain.

New York Annual Conference, thank you for your prayers,

laity and youth of the Western
past conference year. Iam most grateful.

To the pastors, ministers,
shown to me and Sister Mitzi this

support and encouragement
1 simply desire to fulfill the tenets of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ found in Matthew’s Gospel; 25:35-45, with you

and under God’s direction, I believe we shall succeed.

We, the members of the Western New York Thirteenth Annual Conference welcome our friends and visitors, who thought

it not robbery to come see about us. Thank you.

As a Christian community of God blessed with many spiritual gifts, Let Us Walk Worthy of the Calling With Which

We Are Called.. Ephesians 4:1.

Let us open our hearts and spirits unto Him, and have a powerful, profound, Holy Ghost-filled Annual Conference.

Because of Him, I Am. Because of you, we are. God is pleased. May He be glorified.

Love & Peace,

Rev. James E.F. Lawrence
Presiding Elder

“Look Up, Not Down, Trust God and Be Brave”

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

|CAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH )
SESSION OF THE WE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO. NEW YORK STERN NEW YORK

AFR

e



REVEREND JAMES E.F. LAWRENCE
Presiding Elder
Buffalo - Albany - Rochester District
and Mrs. Mitzi Lawrence
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Reverend Richard Allen Stenhou

Jesus Joy! The Bethel-Buffalo Family, Sharon, and I welcome you to the Thirteenth
Session of the Western New York Annual Conference. Itis with great pleasure and
profound gratitude that we host our third annual conference in Western New York.

We welcome our esteemed Bishop, The Rxghi Reverend Richard Franklin Norris and

Episcopal Supervisor Mary Ann Norris for another quadrennial. Their continued

leadership will result in the Western New York Annual Conference and the First

Episcopal District achieving our theme: “Reach, Reclaim, Engage, Empower”.

The Bethel-Buffalo family has prepared that the established excellent history of hosting
in our conference will be repeated this year. I thank the Bethel-Buffalo family for their
cooperation, support and prayers during this conference year and in hosting this thirteenth

session.

We pray God will make this conference a spiritual blessing that will propel us to become

the conference we all desire.

Let’s have a blessed conference; To God Be The Glory!

Reverend Richard Allen Stenhouse

God © F
ur Father, Chrigy Our Redeemei, Man Oue Brothet

FRICAN METHODIST EPI e -— B e
A SCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE w ARHUAL ONFEREN
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW Yorw o o eV YORK
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REVEREND & MRS.
RICHARD ALLEN STENHOUSE
Pastor & First Lady
Bethel A.M.E. Church Buftalo

A
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STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY 12224
DAvID A, PATERSON
GOVERNOR
May 11-17, 2009

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to send greetings to all gathered for the Thirtelcnth Annual Convocation of the
Western New York Annual Conference of the Aftican Methodist Episcopal Church.

The Empire State’s religious institutions are cornerstones upon which communities thrive
and their leaders are sources of spiritual enrichment, strength and inspiration for all humankind.
As the beneficiaries of their contributions to greater society and our own lives, New Yorkers are
thankful for their service to so many families.

Founded in 1787, the A.M.E. church was established from modest beginnings and today,
with a total of 8,000 churches, is recognized as having a profound impact on the African American
community. All of our citizens embrace this opportunity to acknowledge this meeting of the
distinguished leaders, pastors, delegates and other faithful members of the Western New York
District as you look ahead toward a hopeful future. In reflecting upon your past achievements, you
are certain to further guide your proud congregations toward a destiny that is filled with the rewards

of a sound spiritual life.

The Bethel A.M.E. Church is appreciated for the significant place it occupies in our great
City of Buffalo and we recognize the meaningful history of your congregation that is very proud to
host this event. We also join in congratulating Reverend Richard Allen Stenhouse whose vision,
guidance and presence adds to such a special occasion that celebrate a longstanding tradition of
service, accomplishment and dedicated stewardship.

Best wishes for a productive and meaningful conference, and continued service to your
church family. Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Kol A patrsony

David A. Paterson

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

MAY 2008 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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ROOM 902 LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING STATE OF N EW YO RK INSURANCE
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WWW.NYSSENATESD.COM & SPORTS DEVELOPMENT
EMAIL: VETERANS, HOMELAND SECURITY &
ATHOMPSO@SENATE STATENY.US MILITARY AFFAIRS
Welcome

On behalf of the residents of Western New York, I would like to welcome Bishop Richard
Franklin Norris, Supervisor Mary Ann Norris and all of the conference pastors and delegates
and members to Buffalo, New York.

It is a privilege and an honor for Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church to host the
Thirteenth Annual Convocation of the Western New York Annual Conference of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church,

I hope that all of you enjoy your stay, enjoy our wonderful city and by all means have a
successful conference.

Sincerely,
Antoine M. Thompson
NYS Senator, 60th District

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENGE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY

COMMITTEES

Chair, Subcommittee on Oversight of MWBE'S
Environmental Conservation

Health

Insurance

Govemnment Operations

Higher Education

Alcohol and Substance Abuse

Black, Puerto Rican and Asian Legislative Caucus
Legislative Women's Caucus

Dear Officers, Members and Conference Delegation,

On behalf of the New York State Assembly I would like to welcome th%{ Officers,
Delegates and Members of the African Methodist Episcopal Church to the 137 Annual
Convocation of the Western New York Annual Conference.

I extend a special welcome to The Rt. Rev. Richard Franklin Norris, Presiding Prelate and
Supervisor Mary Ann Norris, 1** District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. James
E. F. Lawrence, Host Presiding Elder and Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse, Host Pastor.

May each of you be blessed during the week as you go about the business of the church,
embodying the theme of the African Methodist Episcopal Church “God Our Father, Christ Our
Redeemer, the Holy Spirit Our Comforter, Humankind Our Family."

I hope the conference is fruitful to all in attendance and each of you has an opportunity (0
visit the many historical venues in our city such as the Colored Musicians Club, the Jesse Nash
House, the Michigan Street Baptist Church, restaurants and businesses owned by Affica

Americans.

Sincerely,

rable Crystgdl D. Peoples
New York Stat¢/Assembly
141* District

HODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT 19TH SESSY — B
ESSION
MAY 2009 - BUFFALQ, NEW?(FOQ}-{IE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNU

e
AL CONFERE™



%‘ach, @Sclaim. %gag& canpower

s i o
Bt

COUNTY OF ERIE " |

CHRIS COLLINS

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

May 11,2009

Dear Friends,

As County Executive, I would like to welcome you to Erie County for the 13™ Annual
Convocation of the Western New York Annual Conference of the African Methodist

Episcopal Church. We are honored that you have chosen to spend your week of spiritual
reflection in the City of Buffalo.

As you may know, the Western New York area is one of New York State’s hidden
treasures. Buffalo offers a variety of unique cultural, sporting and family entertainment
activities. Our proximity to Niagara Falls, one of the natural wonders of the world,
guarantees an unparalleled experience for all visitors.

I am certain once you are familiar with the friendly, family atmosphere of Erie County
and Buffalo, the City of Good Neighbors, you will fall in love with all this region has to

offer. 1 hope you enjoy your convocation in the wonderful City of Buffalo and County of
Erie.

Sincerely,

CHRIS COLLINS
‘ Erie County Executive

|
‘ RATH BUILDING - 95 FRANKLIN STREET * BUFFALO, N.Y. - 14202 + (716) 858-6000 » WWW.ERIE.GOV

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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CITY OF BUFFALO

BYRON W. BROWN
MAYOR

April 13, 2009
Dear Friends:

: to welcome you to Buffalo for the
On behalf of the City of Buffalo, | am pleased
Tr?irteenth Annual (t.‘,yonvocation of the Western New York Annual Conference of

the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Churf:h is the oldest_ black InStltUtIO.l: in |the
City of Buffalo, and is a cultural and religious Iapdmark in our communi y. am
sure the church will serve as an excellent Iogatlon for your conference, just as it
has served the spiritual needs of our city residents for so many years.

To Bishop Richard Franklin Norris, Supervisor Mary Ann Norris, the coqference
pastors, delegates and members, | wish all of you the best of luck during your
conference, and | thank you for everything you do for our community.

Please accept my warmest greetings and best wishes for a successful

conference.
Sincerely,
Byron W. Brown
Mayor

65 NTAGARA SQU

AR /201 CIT i e
YIIALL/BURPALO, Ny 14202-3392 / (116) 8514841 / 1A (T16) 8514360 / ww.city bullo*

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DisTRiGr - ns
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Common Council
City of Buffalo

BRIAN C. DAVIS

ELLICOTT DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITIEES
65 NIAGARA SQUARE, ROOM 1408 SR Sees
BUFFALO, NY 14202-3322 Smanc
PHONE: 851-4980 ¢ FAX: 851-6576 BII:: :sl\-l;x:-ﬂ
E-mail: bda\tisﬂcity-.'bu.ffalu.com BUFFALO ECONOMIC
Web: http:/ /briancdavis.blogspot.com RENAISSANCE CORPORATION

April 6, 2009

Dear Convocation Guests:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the City of Buffalo! I offer my best wishes to Bishop

Richard Franklin Norris, Supervisor Mary Ann Norris, and all of the conference pastors,
delegates, and members as you celebrate the 13" Annual Convocation of the Western New York

Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church here in the “City of Good
Neighbors”.

Special thanks to your gracious host Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse and the Bethel A.M.E. Church
family, for spreading the Good News in this community for so many years. I am certain that your
Conference will be a joyous time for worship and praise, for it is when we fellowship with one
another that we become inspired to continue God’s work and bring others into his fold.

May God’s Grace and Mercy be with you all.

Yours in Christ,

185

Brian C. Davis
Ellicott District Councilmember

“Communication is the key for a better tomorrow”

\FRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
‘F MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Greetings and Welcome 10

| Bishop Richard Franklin Norris
| and

Mother Mary Ann Norris

on this the 13th session of the
Western New York Annual Conference

Bethel AME Church, Buffalo, New York
Board of Stewards .
Sister Charlene L. McKinnon-Vice Chair
Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse - Pastor

Linda Edwards, Vanetta Williams, Cheryl Dublin, Bettye Wyatt, Charlene McKinnon,
Peter Niblett, Julie Hartley, Martha Younger, Ellen Morse

Paula Yoqng, Marie Brown, Joseph Demps, Arthur Wils o B Wil
M. Elaine Ingram, Armour Rhea Funderburg, Gavina (Princess) Leonard

| Absent from picture:  Meredith Anding, Douglas Cassell, Dawne McNeal,
Stafford Trueheart, Jenene Williams

_— OPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SEaimm e o — ’
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISC 19TH SESSION OF —
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YOR:;IE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL C
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God Our Father, Christ our Redeemer, Man Our Brother

WELCOME

Bishop Richard Franklin Norris
&
Mother Norris
to the 13" Session of the Western New York
Annual Conference

Bethel AME Church, Buffalo, New York
Trustee Board

Carolyn Veasey, Vice Chairperson
Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, Pastor

First row: James Willis, Sonia Croxie, Patricia Johnson, Caroline Veasey,
Lorretta Demps, Georgia Washington, John Hart I

AOrr snsosr

Second row: Lamont Glover, Trevor McNeal, Willie Pulliam, LouieVeasy,
Hiram Johnson, Dedric Johnson

Absent from picture: Daniel Adams, George McCoullum, Rasheen Powell and
Richard Thompson

I .

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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| Bethel AME Ohureh Sehool Droudly Celebeates the

| 13* Sesaion of the Western Vew York Annual Conferenee
“Oike Gideon and Deborah, we are warrioss for the Lord through 3p;,

|

 word. We” Study to show ourselves approved of God: workman, women ayy
ehildren, rightly dividing the 15y

of truth” (11 Tim. 2:15)

Beginners
Intermediate
Middle Sehosl
Teens
MWomen

Men
Adult
Secretary
Treasurer
Superintendent
Reverend Richard A. Stenowse  Pustor




o e
R 3 al‘“ LD
O —— ]trhﬁi‘. a
\. T,
“ [
2y QW
%, A"
Geneva Allen Unit Dorcas Sisters Unit
Sister Tamieka Johnson Sister Edith Hall Robinson
Leader Leader
Sister Sharing Unit Daughters of Hannah
Sister Thelma Batchelor Sister Martha McMillan
Leader Leader

Young People’s Department
Sister Nicole Stenhouse
Director

Sister Armour Rhea Funderburg, President
Sister Sharon Stenhouse, Advisor
Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, Pastor

“Remembering, Refocusing and Rededicating
Our Lives
for Service”

@gach, %claim, @lgage, Canpower grorcrss

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Chu

Bettye Hutcherson, Beatrice Stenson,
Jimmie Jenkins, Jean Hill,
Larissa Moreland, Collje Arrington,
Delia Hanesworth
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Ministerial Staff

Rev. Annie P. Wilson Rev. Burnie J. Savage

Licentiate Licentiate
Trevor McNeal Dennis Stenhouse |

RCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHU
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, rk

Music Ministry

Anthony Wilson

Thomas Robinson

i
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Missionary Society

Sister Armour Rhea Funderburg, President
Sister Sharon Stenhouse, Advisor
Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, Pastor

|
.

FERENCE

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CON
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Church School

— N
ONF
STRICT 1374 sEss1ON OF ——— VAL C
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DIST EPISCOPAL GHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YO
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Sister Martha Younger ~ Superintendent
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Male Usherboard

Brother Raymond Walton ~ President

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT * 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

| Ladies Usherboard #2

| 1 session ONFERENCE
IST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL C
AFRICAN METHOD piTRCT. s sesson o
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Conference Greeters

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Bethel Greeters
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Junior Usherboard |

Sister Deborah Lewis, Advisor

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT : 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Young People’s Division (YPD)

Sister Nicole Stenhouse - Director
Sister Paige Thomas, President

Heather Minor, Advisor
Sonia Croxie, Advisor

AF RiCAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONF ERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Class Leaders 3

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Hospitality Board

e B NNUA
o ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK A
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Lay Organization

Sister M. Elaine Ingram ~ President

L ~ I

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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_ Buffalo, New York

‘ Bethel AME Church

Mass Choir

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH : . TH TER R R
'BUFFALO E WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York
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Men’s Choir

THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFEREN
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK N
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New Yor

Children’s Choir

Sister Natalie Trueheart ~ Director

Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse ~ Pastor

HE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Transportation Ministry

Dedric Johnson Rasheen Powell

| Paula Young Richard Thompson

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Bethel AME Church ~ Buffalo, New York

Audio Video Ministry

Stafford Trueheart Dedric Johnson

* not pictured Ambi Ford

e e i

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF TH STERS »
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The First African Methodist Episcopal Church
of Albany
Meeting in 1789

2 Centuries of Service

Community
Rev. Dr. Edward B. Smart, Pastor

Greetings and Best Wishes to Bishop Richard Franklin Norris
and Mother Norris on this the 13" Meeting of the Western New
York Annual Conference.

We congratulate Presiding Elder James E.F. Lawrence and Sister
Mitzi Lawrence for their dedication to the work of the
Conference.

We look forward to a spirited and exciting Conference prepared
and planned by our hosts, the Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, and
First Lady Mrs. Sharon Stenhouse; our prayers are with you and

the Bethel Family.

The “First” Israel AM.E. Church Family
Rev. Dr. Edward B. Smart and Sister Marion Smart |

2 Centuries of Service

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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Greetings to
Bishop Richard Franklin Norris,
Mother Mary Ann Norris
and

The Thirteenth Session of the
WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

METHODIST

GOD OUR FATHER
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER
MAN OUR BROTHER

Rev. James E.F. Lawrence, Presiding Elder
Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, Host Pastor
and the Officers & Members of

Bethel A.M.E. Church
Buffalo, New York

From your sister church

ST. JOHN A.M.E. CHURCH

917 Garden Ave. & Richard Allen Way
Niagara Falls, NY 14308
(716) 285-6432

Rev. B. Leslie James, M. Div.
Senior Pastor

T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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GREETINGS AND

CONGRATULATIONS
The 13" Session of the Western New York Annual Conference
Of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

Bishop Richard F. Notris ® Presiding Prelate of the 1" Episcopal Distnct
Mother Maty A. Notris ® Episcopal Supervisor of the 1 Episcopal District

- | Rev. James E. F. Lawrence ® Host Presiding Elder
|| Mis. Mitzi Lawrence @ District Consultant
|

Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse ® Host Pastor
& the Bethel AM.E. Church of Buffalo, NY Family

Rev. James C. Simmons, Pastor,
and the Officers and Members of

The Bethel A.M.E. Church of
Schenectady, New York

540 Mumford Street

P.O. Box 558

il Schenectady, NY 12301

i 518.377.7988 Phone

% = 518.377.0679 Fax

“...Expect the Impossible!”

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK




@gach, @gclaim, agage, @npower

Greeting$

To

The Rig’l’lt Reverend Richard F. Norris y Presiding Prelate
Mother Mary Ann Norris, Episcopal Supervisor
The Rev_erend James E.F. Lawrence, Presiding Elder
Sis. Mitzi J. Lawrence, Consultant

CONGRATULATIONg

To
| The Reverend Richard A. Stenhouse
| & Mrs. Sharon Stenhouse &
The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church Family
On Hosting the Thirteenth Session of
The Western New York Annual Conference
Bethel AME Church, Buffalo, New York

“The Christ-Centered Conference Striving To Enhance African Methodism
Through Relevant & Effective Ministry”

To God Be The Glory

From

| Rev. Iris F. Waddell, Pastor
| & The Membership of
Payne African Methodist Episcopal Church
Chatham, New York

. HURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL C MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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|
MOUNT ZION A frican Methodist Episcopal Church

101 Norrt QUEEN STREET ~ Dover, DE 19904 '
Ellis B. Louden, Pastor

Bishop Richard F. Norris, Presiding Prelate
First Episcopal District
and Mrs. Mary A. Norris;
Rev. and Mrs. James E. Lawrence,
and
The Buffalo-Albany-Rochester District;
Rev. and Mrs. Richard A. Stenhouse, Pastor
and the Bethel Church Family

Greetings and Best Wishes
to the Officers, Members and Friends
of the
13" Session of the Western New York Annual Conference

Our prayers for a most rewarding conference
of new vision and direction.

Mount Zion Church Family

Dr. Kenneth Bell, Chair, Pro-Tem, Board of Trustees
Dr. Wilma Mishoe, Chair, Pro-Tem, Board of Stewards
Rev. Ellis B. Louden, Pastor

Cuurch: (302) 678-9478 ﬁ Fax: (302) 678-9192 Q EmaiL: mtzion_dover@verizon.net

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AFRICAN METHODIST MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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| Greetings

Bishop Richard Franklin Norris, Presiding Prelate
Mother Mary Ann Norris, Episcopal Supervisor
Rev. James E. F. Lawrence, Presiding Elder

Congratulations
Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse, Host Pastor
First Lady Sharon Stenhouse And The Bethel Church
Family

As You Host the 13t
Session Of The Western New York Annual Conference

“We are believing for a Christ-Centered, Spirit-filled
Conference”

From: Pastor Eleanor D. Dawson, Officers and
Members Of St. James AME Church, Utica New York

#“The House Being Built By God”
Unless The Lord Builds The House, its builders labor in vain...” Psaim 127:1

S == HURCH 1ST DISTRICT * 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN R
e —————_——ry DISTRIST 3TH BESSION OF i NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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he Lord is good;

Im 34:8
blessed are those that trust In HIMI! Psa

iri ders
Welcome to our spiritual leade! o
The Rt. Reverend Bishop Richard Franklin Nofris, Presiding Prelate

Mother Mary Ann Norris, Episcopal Distfigt SL;SZI‘;ISOF
Reverend James E. F. Lawrence, Presiding

|
i O taste and see thatt
|
|

on the occasion of the

13* Western New York Annual Conference

Congratulations t0

| Rev Richard A. Stenhouse, Host Pastor
| Sister Sharon Stenhouse, First Lady
and the host church family

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal C hurch
1525 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York

We the church family of,

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
123 Mansion Street
Coxsackie, New York

In Jesus’s name
Praying God’s blessing
on all for this occasion.

Sis. Lucretia Bowie, Vice-Chairperson, Board of Stewards
Rev Felix-Gerard Delatour, Pastor

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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W\Nelcome Bishop and Mother No"'ie

Congratuletions

Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse and Bethel ‘
AME Church
for hosting the 13" Session of the Western
New York Annual Conference.

May God truly bless your efforts to have
many more.

Bethel AMIE CGChurel
Z1 Steoclavwamma AVEmue
Lackkawamma, New Yoeorlkk 94424 &

Rev. William C. Cobb, Jr. ~ Pastor
4

Greetings to

The Right Reverend Richard Franklin Nerris, Presiding Prelate |
Mother Mary Ann Norris, Episcopal Supervisor
The Reverend James E.F. Lawrence and Mrs. Lawrence, Host Presiding Elder
' Pastors, Ministers, Officers, Delegates and Members
' of the
Western New York Annual Conference

Congratulations to

The Reverend Richard Allen Stenlhouse and First Lady Sharon Stenhouse
and the
Bethel AME Church Family
on hosting the ‘

The Thirteenth Session of the Western New York Annual Conference
MAY GOD’S GLORY REIGN! ‘
From

The Officers and Members of |
St. Mark’s Chapel AME Church I
72 Waurts Street
Kingston, New York
The Reverend Faye Banks Taylor, Pastor

| L CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONF
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPA e BUFRAL G, NEW YORK ERENCE
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Bethel

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISC?PéLtL (Ojé'lgg(I;CH
19 Academy Street ~ Noerll i
Phone : (203) 866-1042 Fax: (2

REV. MARCELLUS A. NORRIS ~PASTOR

GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES

to

THE RT. REV. RICHARD FRANKLIN NORRIS
Presiding Bishop

MOTHER MARY ANN NORRIS
Episcopal Supervisor

REV. JAMES E.F. LAWRENCE
Presiding Elder, Buffalo~Albany~Rochester District

MRS. MITZI LAWRENCE
First Lady, Buffalo~Albany~Rochester District

REV. RICHARD A. STENHOUSE
Host Pastor

MRS. SHARON STENHOUSE
First Lady
and

THE BETHEL AME CHURCH FAMILY, BUFFALO, NY
As you host the 13th Session of the
WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

We Pray that God will bless the Pastors, Ministers, Delegates and all those in attendance Withna
spirit-filled Conference. May the Holy Spirit guide all of your endeavors as you are renewed 2
refreshed.

Rev. Marcellus A. Norris ~ Pastor

— — - o EN
ONFER
FRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF T RK ANNUAL C
A MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YOR.}:E WESTERN NEW YO
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GOD OURFATHER CHRIST QUR REDEEMER THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR COMFORTER  HUMANKIND OUR FAMILY

BWermuda Annual Conference
Afvican Methodist Episcopal Chureh

Bishop Richard Franklin Norris, Presiding Prelate
Rev. Maleolm L. Eve J.P., Presiding Elder

Richard Allen

St.Peul  oacd Chapel

Allen Temple

E@ __

Th? Bermuda Annual Conference extends greetings and best wishes to our
Episcopal Leaders Bishop Richard F. Norris and Mother Mary Ann Norris as they
preside over the 13th Session of the Western New York Annual Conference.

We also extend our greetings to Presiding Elder James Lawrence and Mrs.
Lawrence as well as Rev. Richard Allen Stenhouse and the Bethe] Church Family
as you graciously serve as hosts to this Annual Conference.

May God’s presence be felt and His Spirit manifested as you conduct the business
of the church, and may your faith be renewed & strengthened in the new
Conference Year.

Rev. M%lm L.Eve

Presiding Elder

Mailing Address: P.O. Box FL 631, Flatts FL BX, Bermuda
Telephone Nos. 441-293-0605, Residence 441-293-1054, Fax 441-293-6900
Email: bdaannualconference@logic.bm

e ——

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW Y =
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK ORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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Bethel

African Methodist Episcopal Church
27 Pendleton Avenue * .‘fpringﬂeﬂf. MA 01109
Office: 413.734.7611 ¢ Fax: 413.301.0995
Rev. Angelo S. Dawson, Pastor

GREETINGS @ GOD’S BLESSINGS
To

The Rt. Rev. Richard F. Norris
Presiding Bishop

Mother Mary Ann Norris
Eyiscgpa( Supervisor

Rev. © Mrs. E.F. Lawrence
Presiding Elder, WNYAC

Rev. Richard. A Stenhouse

Host Pastor
(My father in Ministry)

Myrs. Sharon Stenhouse
First Lady

THE BETHEL AME CHURCH FAMILY
and

Members qf the
Thirteenth Session of the
Western New York Annual Confcrence

Our prayer is that this garﬁering will be a syiritji((er( and prosperous one.

“We can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us.”
~ Philippians 4:13

Rev. Ange(o S. Dawson - Pastor
Qﬁicers ® Members
Bethel AME Church - Syringﬁe(d, MA

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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simple Ssm uhl)
1. easy to under deal with use,
2. no’r slaborate or artificial; plain,
3. modest, humble or lowly,
4. not oompllco‘red.

www.truebethel.org

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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BETHEL A.M.E. CHUR CH

(OLDEST BLACK CHURCH ON LONG ISLAND-FOUNDED 1815)

20 Simmons Stree16
jague, NY 1172
s Fax (631) 841-3408

Phone (631) 842-8463
The Rev. Stanley Gordon Smith, M. Div,, Sr. Pastor

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
TO
THE RIGHT REVEREND RICHARD FRANKLIN NORRIS
MOTHEER MARY ANN NORRIS, EPISCOPAL SUPERVISOR
PRESIDING ELDER JAMES E.F. LAWRENCE
REV. AND MRS. RICHARD ALLEN STENHOUSE
ALONG WITH THE MEMBERS OF

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
AS YOU HOST THE

13™ SESSION OF THE

WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

REV. STANLEY GORDON SMITH, PASTOR, FIRST LADY WANDA
AND THE ENTIRE

BETHEL A M.E. CHURCH FAMILY

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE AL CONF
MAY 2009 BUFFALO, NEW YORK WESTERN NEW YORK ANNU

ERENCE
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Greetings

TO

Bishop Richard E. Norris, Presioi

Mother Mary Ann Norris, Episcopa

| The Reverend James BE. Lawrence,
Sis. Mitzi J. Lawrence Consultant

n Pre[ate
?Superm'sor
Presiding Elder

CONGRATULATIONS

Reverend Richard A. Sten]muse & Sharon Stenhouse €
The Bethel Aﬁ-ican Methodist EpfSC’OPa] Church F. amr';y

As You Host the Thirteenth Session of
The Western New York Annual Conference
Buffalo-Albany-Rochester District

May The Spirit of God Dwell In This Anmnal Conference
FROM

Tbe Western New York Annual Conference
Department of Evangelism

“Striving to Make A Difference’

Reverend Iris E. Waddell, Conference Director
Reverend Corinne Summers, Conference President

Area Chairpersons
Rev. Grace Johmson, Chair - Buffalo Area

Evangelist Demetrius Reynolds, Chair - Rochester Area
Rev. Linda Van Alstyne, Chair - Albany-Kingston Area

OPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - P '
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISC 13TH SESSION OF
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO NEW YO;EE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUA

 CONFERENE
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We salute Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse and First Lady Sharon
Stenhouse and their Bethel Family in hosting our
Thirteenth Session of
The Western New York Annual Conference

And

We welcome the return of our Episcopal Leaders as they lead us to
greater heights.

We are excited with our annual conference and we know it will be
successful!

WESTERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE LAY
ORGANIZATION

Lucretia Bowie, President

Lenora Johnson, 1* Vice President
Harriett Redd, 2™ Vice President
Etta Cohen, Recording Secrelary
Ruthie Brown, Assistant Recording Secretary
Carolyn Bailey, Corresponding Secretary
Lorene Tucker, Treasurer
Leomia Linton, Financial Secretary
Elaine Ingram, Chaplain
Bertha Webb, Historiographer
Kevin Davis, Parliamentarian
Caroline Hoffman-Veasey, Director of Lay Activities
Eleanor Bowman, Director of Public Relations

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK



Pauline Glenn, Historiographer/Statistician
Olivette Sturges, PME Director

Marilyn Elaine Ingram, Worship Leader
Eliza Jones, Parliamentarian

Tasha Pabellon, Member-at-Large

@Qach. @?;claim, @'{gage. @npower

FIRST EPISCOPAL DISTRICT-WESTERN NEW YORK
CONFERENCE-WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY
THIRTEENTH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
BISHOP RICHARD FRANKLIN NORRIS, PRESIDING PRELATE
MOTHER MARY ANN NORRIS, EPISCOPAL SUPERVISOR
MRS, JEWEL McASHAN, DISTRICT WMS PRESIDENT
MS. LYNN ROCHESTER, DISTRICT YPD DIRECTOR
REVEREND JAMES E.F. LAWRENCE, PRESIDING ELDER
MRS. MITZI LAWRENCE, CONSULTANT
MRS. LENORA F. JOHNSON, WNYC-WMS PRESIDENT
MS. PAULA YOUNG, WNYC-YPD DIRECTOR

CONGRATULATIONS

“BLESS THE LORD OH MY SOUL: AND ALL THAT IS WITHIN ME BLESS HIS HOLY NAME”

PSALM 103:1

CONFERENCE OFFICERS
Lenora Johnson, President AREA CHAIRPERSONS
Caroline Hoffman-Veasey, First Vice-President Rev. Jeanette Johnson, Albany/Kingston
Eleanor E. Bowman, Second Vice-President , Sharon Stenhouse/Buffalo
Rosanna Nixon, Third Vice-President Mira Washington/Rochester
Candace L. Works, Recording Secretary
Bertha Webhb, Treasurer CONSULTANT
Rev. Lois Cobb, Assist. Recording Secretary Mitzi J. Lawrence
Paula Young, YPD Director

LIFE MEMBERS

Erielyne McDaniel
Garnet Wallace
Eleanor Bowman

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 18T DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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An amazing
thing happens
when you give to
the community. It gives back.

At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support those organizations that make our Communities
better places to live, work and grow. That’s why we offer both our time and Resources. What we all get

X M&T Bank

@ Member FDIC . (C)2006 M&T Bank. www.mandtbank.com Understanding what' i =

fzféwéffbfgf/

To Pastor Richard A. Stenhouse, Host Pastor,
the Bethel Buffalo Family, and
the Presidium and Delegates to the
13th Session of the WY Annual Conference
May You Be Bountifully Blessed in the Conference!

Thank You for the Opportunity to Serve by
Publishing this Souvenir Journal for You.

in return is far more valuable.

Image by Design
Custom Design & Printing Services for Every Budget and Every Occasion

Mrs. Eileen Hord, Owner
(716) 636-8302 - eileenhord@aol.com

Business Cards - Letterhead - Church Bulletins - Special Occasion Programs - Invitations - Tickets - Flyers
Banners - Obituaries - Souvenir Journals - Memory Books - Calendars - Greeting Cards

K ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AFRICAN METHODIST £ - -
ETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN NEW YOR
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK
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, Inc.
The Bethel Head Start Progrr:rr: Ms. Antolnette Amos
Rev. Richard A. Stenhouse A Child Development Prog - Directo,
Executive Director Ve Aim for Phenomena
Administrative D'T:\: York 14209

; ~ Buffalo,
1461 Main Street ~ BUBZ. 078 0225 (fax)
| (715)373-0220%#1“1:;;'0; L otartorg

| Salute
New York
hinisenth Sesion of he Westew Thew .
| " SAnnual Conference
RS
| . BETHEL HEAD START CENTE
1424
fferson
| :zgg j:fferson Ave 1424 Jefferson Ave,
| MISSION STATEMENT Buffalo ~ 878-2425 Buffalo ~ 878-0226
. Bowmansville EOC .
Bethel Head Startis . . . 5360 Genesee St. 465 Washington St.
the recognized innovative leader Bowmansville ~ 686-2397 Buffalo ~B49-9473
and provider of early childhood
education and family focused FLAR GKA
services, offering varied 307 Leroy Ave. 2056 Genesee St.
experiences in nurturing Buffalo ~ 878-0232 Buffalo ~ 896-1551
environments, preparing families
socially and educationally to Harlem Road Langfield
achieve their fullest pot(_ential 4255 Harlem Rd. 175 Oakmont Ave.
developing, and creating Amherst ~ 839-3507 Buffalo ~ 833-8337
services that strengthen parent
participation and encourages Infant of Prague St. James
community involvement. 971 Cleveland Drive 500 Terrace Bivd.
Cheektowaga ~ 878-0234 Depew, NY 142043
uB
(University of Buffalo)

3435 Main St./Annex B
Buffalo ~ 829-3161
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Rev. Richard Allen stenhouse,
pastor

&
Bethel AME Church Family

Congratulations cm_d Best
Wishes on your hosting the

Thirteenth session of the

Western New York Annual
. conference

®

M ay 1 4_'...“1 7!';2.009. 3
. frbm} _ _

k.

A
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Baber

African Methodist Episcopal Church

Rev. Marlowe V. N. Washington, Pastor
550 Meigs Street - Rochester, NY 14607
Telephone: 585-461-1395 Fax: 271-6429
E-mail: Baberamechurch@frontiernet.net

Baber’s Schedule of Service

T SUNDAYS
I/+\\r Church School 830 AM
lg\\z-_ } Worship Service 1000 A.M

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1ST DISTRICT - 13TH SESSION OF THE WESTERN "
MAY 2009 - BUFFALO, NEW YORK NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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