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In the Beginning
FACEBOOK started as online directory for college students 

Launched in February 2004 by Harvard student Mark Zuckerberg 
Facebook Facts 
November 2005: 11 million (worldwide) user accounts (USA then U.K., Mexico, etc.)

July 2007: 34 million users worldwide,  Today: 200 million users worldwide
Banned in a number of countries (e.g., Syria, Iran)
More Facebook Facts 
Launched at Harvard in 2004, then spread to Stanford, Columbia, and Yale
Today 90% of college students have a profile
College students average 15-20 minutes per day on Facebook 
2006 Student Monitor study named Facebook  2nd most "in" thing, losing only to the iPod.
Pandora’s Box then opened 
Sept 2005 high school students allowed access
Sept 2006 ALL ABOARD!!!
Facebook Profile
Users create their own profile and update it anytime. 
The user can display a lot of personal and professional data
Facebook: 1001 Uses 
A high tech bulletin board, facilitating communication and sending/receiving information.   
Create your own diary-photo album-video/CD collection
Open door for invasion [email addresses, cell phone numbers, physical addresses, etc.]
 A)  WALL: people can write on the wall of others’ facebook to convey messages to their friends. Walls are visible to everyone who has access to that profile.
B)  POKES: “You have been poked” is sent in text, option to poke back.  
Poke updated to include “Superpoke” where profilers do things to each other (e.g., throw sheep).
C)  FRIENDS: Users search for other users and request acknowledgement that they are “friends.” Count of one’s friends and ability to browse list of friends is available on each profile.
Security features limit what lurkers can see when they are looking for friends or others.
D)  OTHER FEATURES:
· Private messaging [Inbox, Chatting]
· Uploading , sharing an unlimited amount of pictures
Facebook: 1002 Problems 
A.  Personal Safety – it has been said that “technology establishes presence”
Users should obviously never list physical address, cell number, class schedule, birthday, etc.
B.  Privacy invasion (e.g., “Data mining”)
Steve Jones, communications professor at the University of Illinois predicts that 20 years from now a political candidate will be in hot water due to something posted on Facebook.
General rule: never put anything on Facebook account that you wouldn't put up on this screen. 
C.  The Eternal pain 
Facebook TOS asserts the right to "copy, publish, store, retain," anything you contribute, and that the firm's rights to your material survive "any termination of your use of the Facebook Service.“
D.  Personal Representation
Covert way to express racial and sexually insensitive feelings, etc.

E.   Sexting and Sextortion

New Berlin Anthony R. Stancl. and Blackmail
F.  Scams are Us
Phony groups

Facebook Fraud Charges
October  2007 Facebook warned about consumer fraud charges for failing to live up to claims that teen users  are safer from sexual predators than at most sites.
Facebook Follies 
Fisher College student (the SGA President no less) joined a group aimed at removing a campus police officer.  Someone got the attention of the administration by posting the message “Either we get a petition going or we try and set him up.  He’s got to do something wrong.  In either case, he’s gotta foul up at some point…anyone willing to get arrested?”  The student was later expelled from Fisher College, even though he never posted.
SUNY College at Cobleskill administrators manadated psychiatric care and then suspended a student after posting a photo of himself on his profile with a vaguely threatening message underneath. 
Facebook Addicts
-“The unquenchable desire to see [their] list of friends expand to outrageous proportions” (Whitall, 05).

-Daily creation of new groups that fit people’s interests or amusement

-See how many messages/wall posts you are getting from your friends

-Viewing other people’s pictures & new features Facebook continually adds
-Searching for new people, searching for old friends

Out of the Shadows (e.g., Facebook and Pro-anorexia groups)
Cyberbullying  (e.g., Megan Meier)
A rose among thorns: Creating a Memorial 
Participants on Facebook have the opportunity to mourn publicly for the deceased. 
Stanford Course Offers 'Facebook For Parents'
The three main objectives of the class:

A) Keep kids safe online


B) Help parents monitor the information their children reveal online


C) Teach parents that social networking sites can help kids learn important life skills. 

10 Safety Tips
http://www.allfacebook.com/2009/02/facebook-privacy/ 
